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A pilot study on ash-capped soils in northern Idaho was initiated by the NRCS, USFS-Rocky Mountain Research Station, and the University of Idaho-IFTNC. A comparison study was designed to integrate soil and vegetation sampling protocols in order to characterize dynamic soil properties in an uncut forest and in stands that had timber harvest activities within the last 30 years.  Soil properties were selected that are important indicators of site resource condition, productivity, stand disturbance, and ecosystem function.  In addition, the concept of the state and transition model was used to select plant communities to be sampled.  The Threebear soil series and two states of the moderate to moist western hemlock and western redcedar habitat type grouping were selected.  

The participants in this pilot study collaborated to achieve multiple objectives. NRCS will use the study to develop and test data-gathering procedures for the National Cooperative Soil Survey and the Dynamic Soil Property Sampling Guide being developed by the agency. The measurements of vegetation parameters will be used to develop a more detailed Ecological Site Description framework for the sampled habitat type grouping.  USFS cooperators will use this project to help validate their new protocol for monitoring soil disturbance and detecting legacy impacts. The IFTNC will incorporate the findings into silvicultural recommendations to protect and enhance site nutrient and growth potential. 
