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Presentation Notes
Welcome to Kentucky, the BLUEGRASS STATE -- Bluegrass is not really blue--it's green.  In spring, bluegrass produces bluish-purple buds that give a rich blue cast to the grass.  Early pioneers found bluegrass growing on Kentucky's rich limestone soil, and traders began asking for the seed of the "blue grass from Kentucky." The name stuck and today Kentucky is known as the Bluegrass State.



Area:  40,411 square miles
25.4    million acres
13.7  million farmland acres

Population: 4,206,074
2006 estimates

Counties:  120
Conservation Districts:  121

Kentucky

Information taken from Economic Research Service, USDA
NASS, USDA
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POPULATION:  

The largest cities are Louisville and 

Lexington-Fayette Urban County 

with populations over and close to a quarter million.  



The next five largest cities, all under 55,000, are Owensboro;Bowling Green; Covington; Hopkinsville; and the capital, Frankfort.



Eastern

Western

Central
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Located in the south central United States along the west side of the Appalachian Mountains, Kentucky ranks 37th in land size, with 40,411 square miles.  The Commonwealth is bordered by seven states: Indiana, Ohio, West Virginia, Virginia, Tennessee, Missouri and Illinois.  The Ohio River flows 664 miles (1,068 kilometers) along the northern and western borders of the state.



Kentucky includes some of the most diverse areas within the eastern United States.  In the eastern part of the state lies the Eastern Coal Fields, a rugged, mountainous area covered with forests and dissected by streams where Kentucky's highest elevation is Black Mountain in Harlan County.  The gently rolling central part of the state, the Bluegrass region is separated by a chain of low steep hills called the Knobs.  The and lowest elevation is in the southwest corner of the state -- Fulton County on the Mississippi River



89,431 miles of streams 

114 miles of Wild Rivers

427 miles of “Outstanding Resource Waters”

Water use  - 4 billion gallons per day

Agriculture use  - 60 million gallons per day

Water and Waterways
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Water

Kentucky has more miles of running water than any other state except Alaska.  They provide 1,100 commercially navigable miles to the inland waterway system of the eastern United States.  



94 %   of water used is returned to streams

37% of assessed lakes did not pass standards to allow fishing and swimming

55% of evaluated streams did not pass standards to allow swimming and recreation



WETLANDS

There are 360,000 acres of wetlands with approximately 3,600 acres lost annually (1/10th).



Horse Capital of the World
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The Thoroughbred Industry 

The Thoroughbred is deeply rooted in Kentucky's public image, traditions, and economy, and the breeding, racing, and sale of Thoroughbreds amount  to an industry exceeding  $1 billion in the state.  



Central Kentucky holds the world's greatest concentration of Thoroughbred breeding farms, and the Lexington-Fayette County area serves as the world's foremost center for financial, accounting, and legal services for the Thoroughbred.



Kentucky produces more Thoroughbred foals than any other state in the U.S.  



Currently, the industry is suffering from the loss of over 500 foals to a yet undetermined cause.



Bourbon Production

World’s largest producer of bourbon
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Bourbon

Bourbon whiskey was developed in Scott County, Kentucky, in 1789 by the Reverend Elijah Craig, a Baptist minister.  The drink takes its name from Bourbon County, Kentucky, where in 1790 a man named Jacob Spears produced what was considered to be the finest alcoholic beverage on the frontier.

Kentucky is one of the largest producers of bourbon in the world.  This is due to Kentucky's limestone water which is considered to be the purest and most suitable for producing the beverage.  Surprisingly, bourbon, which has an amber brown color in its final form, is perfectly clear just after it has been distilled.  It takes its color and some of its flavor from aging in charred oak barrels.



Liquor Laws

In spite of the fact that most of the bourbon whiskey produced in the world is made in Kentucky, alcoholic beverages cannot be bought legally in more than half of Kentucky's 120 counties.



Second largest tobacco producing state
First in Dark Fired and Air Cured

Tobacco



Kentucky Agriculture
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The Thoroughbred Industry 

The Thoroughbred is deeply rooted in Kentucky's public image, traditions, and economy, and the breeding, racing, and sale of Thoroughbreds amount  to an industry exceeding  $1 billion in the state.  



Central Kentucky holds the world's greatest concentration of Thoroughbred breeding farms, and the Lexington-Fayette County area serves as the world's foremost center for financial, accounting, and legal services for the Thoroughbred.



Kentucky produces more Thoroughbred foals than any other state in the U.S.  



Currently, the industry is suffering from the loss of over 500 foals to a yet undetermined cause.



Number of farms     - 83,000
Acres of farmland     - 13.7 Million

Over 57% of farms are under  100 acres

Average size of farm  - 160 acres

Top 6 enterprises:  
Horses, Poultry, Cattle and Calves, Corn, 
Soybeans, and Tobacco

$  $  $  $  $  $  $  $  $  $$  $  $  $  $  $  $  $  $  $

$4  Billion in Ag receipts
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Number of farms    -      90,000





Almost 57% had annual sales of  less than $10,000





Average size of farm  -  151 acres





Top five crops include: 

tobacco, hay, corn, soybeans and wheat.



Horse Farms  - 5,315

Sales:  $1.1  billion
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Horse Farms	  1st	1224 farms







Sales:  $710 million

Poultry and Eggs - 1,649 farms
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Chickens		20th	5.6 million



Sales:  $607.7 million

Beef Cows  - 40,429 farms
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Beef cows	  8th	1,060,000 head



Grains, Oilseeds, Dry beans, Dry peas - 8,326 farms

Sales:
Corn: $339 million
Soybean: $325.7 million
Wheat: $85.3 million 
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Corn (grain)	14th	123.9 million bushels



Tobacco  - 29,253 farms

Sales:  $319.6 million
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Tobacco

Tobacco has always been important to the economy and Kentucky has been the nation's major Burley-producing state for over a century.  Burley tobacco makes up around 18 percent of the volume of tobacco in blended cigarettes.



Tobacco	  2nd	408,492,000 pounds



Sales:  $179 million

Dairy Products  - 2,208 farms
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Milk cows	18th	130,000 head



Hay and other crops  - 17,200 farms

Receipts:  $106 million
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Hay	14th	4.8 million tons





Receipts:  $89.7 million

Hogs  - 1,220 farms
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Hogs/Pigs	20th	430,000 head



Receipts:  $9.2 million

Sheep, Goats, others and products  - 2,270 farms
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Sheep/Lambs	31st	14,500 head





RECENT ACCOMPLISMENTS of NRCS
in Kentucky

• Assisted  5,223  land users and/or units of government as reported in 
PRS

• Improved Soil Quality on 161,320  acres

• Applied conservation to improve fish and wildlife habitat on 37,135 
acres if non-federal lands

• Over 5,000 conservation plans for 442,564 acres and 233 
comprehensive nutrient management plans

• Created, restored, or enhanced 1400 acres of wetlands 

• Applied conservation for grazing and forest lands to protect and
improve resources on 174,654 acres

• Completed soil surveys on over   520,000  acres 



Thank you



The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, disability, and where 
applicable, sex, marital status, familial status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, genetic information, political beliefs, reprisal, or because all or a part of an 
individual's income is derived from any public assistance program.  (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.)  Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for 
communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA's TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD).  To file a complaint of 
discrimination write to USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W., Washington, D.C. 20250-9410 or call (800) 795-3272 (voice) or (202) 720-
6382 (TDD). USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer 


