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Traditional process for describing sites, pedons, and transects:
•Enter sites, pedons, and transects on paper forms

•Manually key data into NASIS or

•Store paper forms in binders, file cabinets, etc.

Advantages to electronic data collections:
•Descriptions are entered once electronically

•Data are stored in centralized database and are accessible to all NASIS users

•Descriptions may be more complete

•Do not have to remember codes

•Opportunity to learn new technology (hardware is multifunctional)

•Paper forms are not lost (i.e. stored in NASIS)

Pedon PC for Use on a PC or Tablet

Area, location, and site observations

Geology, parent material, elevation,
hydrology, and geomorphology

Horizon table, color, texture, structure, 
fragments, roots, and pores

Horizon table, features, field measured properties, 
concentrations, redox, and ped void surface features

Vegetation, PLSS, climate, flooding, and ponding

Taxonomy, diagnostic features, restrictions, surface 
fragments, and field measured properties
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