MLRA Office Update for the Mid-Atlantic MLRA Region

Presented by John A. Kelley, Regional Soil Scientist

Staffing:

Over the last three years, MO14 has transitioned from a staff of 11 to 5 full-time employees.  Presently, the staff consists of the MLRA team leader, administrative assistant, regional soil scientists (3), and an editor.  Recent positions not filled include one regional soil scientist (Marc Crouch), NRI specialist (Phil Tant), and GIS specialist (Dan Good).

Preparing for the “New Soil Survey”:

MO workload has been re-assigned and correlation work previously conducted by M. Crouch has been shifted to Roy Vick, Milton Cortes, and John Kelley.  The major goal in the foreseeable future is to complete MO initial soil surveys.  For the states within MO-14, South Carolina and Florida have completed their initial surveys.  North Carolina, Virginia, and Alabama are on schedule to complete initial survey areas within the three-year transition period.  Georgia has seven surveys to start or complete.  Manuscript and SSURGO workload will continue to be very heavy in foreseeable future.

Establishing permanent soil survey offices:

The MO met with cooperators and state staffs in the spring to determine soil survey area boundaries and to evaluate possible office locations.  Due to natural physiographic boundaries within the region, boundaries for the soil survey areas were difficult to construct.  The first draft identified the fewest possible areas.  Many of the areas were greater than 14 million acres in size.  Separations were placed along administrative boundaries (county boundaries).  The final draft (submitted March, 2006) identified eight soil survey areas, ranging from about 7 to 13 million acres in size. The revised map placed soil survey area boundaries along MLRA separations.

Special Projects:

Two special projects have been proposed and approved by the Southern Cooperative Soil Survey region.  The first is a study of mica as related to field identification and quantification; interpretive properties; and correlation and classification issues.  The final report of the Mica Research team will be presented at the regional meeting in Oklahoma City, OK for approval and routing to the other three regions.

The second study will center on soils in the southern coastal plain that exhibit dense soil properties (fragic soil properties, plinthite, and densic materials).  Once approved by the region, the study should begin in the fall of 2006.  Plans are to study soils across multiple state areas and multiple MOs and will solicit assistance from university cooperators form the represented states.
