
Prehistoric Life of North Dakota

John W. Hoganson
North Dakota Geological Survey

600 East Boulevard Avenue     
Bismarck, North Dakota 58505





Primordial Seas







c
c

cm

Brachiopods



Stromatoporoid



Corals





North Dakota’s Underwater World
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Gastropod, Euspira

cm



Bivalve, Inoceramus

cm



Corals
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Echinoid, sea urchin
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Shrimp claw, Callianassa
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Cephalopod, Baculites
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Cephalopod, Didymoceras
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Cephalopod, Solenoceras
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Cephalopod, Jeletzkytes
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Shark tooth, Squalicorax
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Fish vertebrae
cm





Tarso-metatarsal, Hesperornis
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Dinosaurs: Of the Hell Creek Delta

























Dromaeosaur tooth

5 mm





Tyrannosaurus rex tooth
cm





Coprolite
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Leaf fossil, Nilssoniocladus

cm



Leaf fossil, Liriodendrites

cm



Fossil conifer cone, “Sequoia”

cm



Fossil tree sap, amber

cm



















North Dakota’s 
Last Sea







Gastropod, Semitriton

cm



Bivalve, Glycymeris

cm



Corals, Paracyathus

cm



Crab, Camarocarcinus

cm



Cephalopod, Hercoglossa

10 cm



Shark teeth, Carcharias

5 mm





Eagle ray teeth, Myliobatis?

5 mm





Chimaeroid dental plates, Ischyodus

5 mm





Teredo-bored petrified wood—North Dakota’s State Fossil

cm





North Dakota Everglades



Sentinel Butte
Bullion Creek

















Horse chestnut leaf, Aesculus

cm



Sycamore leaf, Platanus

cm



Maidenhair tree leaf, Ginkgo

cm



Walnut catkin, Platycarya

cm



Angiosperm samara, “Acer”

cm



Fossil flower

m
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Unionid bivalves (mussels) & Gastropods, Campeloma

cm



Soft-shelled turtle, Plastomenus



Crocodile jaw, Borealosuchus

cm





Champsosaurus gigas













Lemur-like mammal jaw, Plesiadapis

cm







Skull (crushed) of bear-like mammal, Titanoides

cm







North Dakota Savanna











Rhinoceros jaw, Subhyracodon

cm



Titanothere jaws, Brontops?

cm





Sheep-like mammal skull and jaws, Merycoidodon

cm





Rabbit skull and jaws, Palaeolagus

cm





Mongoose-like mammal skull and jaws, Hesperocyon

cm





Three-toed horse skeleton, Mesohippus

10 cm





Insectivore skull and jaws, Leptictis

cm



Saber-tooth cat skull, Dinictis

cm





Soft-shelled turtle skull, Trionyx

cm



Tortoise shell, Stylemys

cm



Fish skeleton, Plioplarchus

cm



Terrestrial gastropods, Skinnerelix

cm





The Great Ice Age







Glacial drift

Sentinel Butte



Spruce cone, Picea

cm



• Bivalve (mussel), Amblema

Bivalve (mussel), Amblema

cm



Beetle, Coleoptera

m
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Perch, Perca

cm



Frog skeleton, Rana

cm



Bison latifrons





Jefferson’s ground sloth claw, Megalonyx

cm





Woolly mammoth tooth, Mammuthus

cm


















	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

