
Oregon Technical Advisory Committee (OTAC) Agenda 
September 2, 2010 

OSU Agriculture Experiment Station, Aurora  
 
Reference documents from this meeting are posted at: 
http://www.or.nrcs.usda.gov/partnerships/otac/index.html  
 
NOTE: Next OTAC Meeting is January 13, 2011 
 

High Desert Wetland 
Reserve Enhancement 
Program Proposal 

Kevin Conroy, Basin 
Team Leader 

A final proposal will be 
presented for OTAC 
recommendation at the 
January 13, 2011 Meeting 

Kevin presented an overview for a national Wetland Reserve Enhancement Program to be 
implemented in the Klamath Basin.  The linked PowerPoint presentation outlines the 
geographic area of the proposal, as well as considerations. The primary consideration for 
WREP is to allow landowners to reserve grazing rights on their property.  In this case, 
reserved grazing rights would be very compatible with the needs for migratory bird habitat.   
 
A full presentation will be provided at the January 13, 2011 OTAC meeting for technical 
committee recommendation.  OTAC members requested that staff work closely with local 
landowners, and look for properties that won’t need to undergo major changes in their 
operation for initial participation in the program.  They also noted the importance of this 
project as a way to target NRCS investment for the benefit of agriculture and key migratory 
bird species. 
 
PowerPoint is posted at http://www.or.nrcs.usda.gov/partnerships/otac/index.html  
For further information, contact Kevin Conroy @ (541) 883 6924 Ext 115; 
kevin.conroy@or.usda.gov  

 
EQIP Funding Pool and 
State Resource Concerns 
Identification Process  

Kevin Conroy, Leo 
Preston  
Basin Team Leaders 

Recommendation and 
Committee Establishment 
(listed below) 

PowerPoint and decision memo are posted at 
http://www.or.nrcs.usda.gov/partnerships/otac/index.html  
 
Kevin and Leo updated the OTAC members on the process that has been utilized over 
the last year at the field level to establish 1) long-range strategies for each field office 
that will guide and direct investments at the county-scale, and 2) use of that 
information to develop local funding pools for the Environmental Quality Incentives 
Program. 
 
In Fiscal Year 2011, each state will be required to submit a list of the top priority 
resource concerns to the national office.  NRCS Oregon requested OTAC concurrence 
that a list of state resource concerns be established by reviewing priorities identified in 
the local funding pools and bringing those to a subcommittee of OTAC to see if any 
priorities are missing.  Final resource concerns will be e-mailed to the full committee 
for comment.  Resource concerns will also be utilized by basins to establish basin-
wide funding pools. 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 

http://www.or.nrcs.usda.gov/partnerships/otac/index.html�
http://www.or.nrcs.usda.gov/partnerships/otac/index.html�
mailto:kevin.conroy@or.usda.gov�
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OTAC approved the process outlined in the attached memo 
(http://www.or.nrcs.usda.gov/partnerships/otac/index.html) to select statewide 
resource concerns 
 
Committee Members:   
Meta Loftsgaarden, Lois Loop; Melissa Leoni; Peggy Browne; Allison Hensey; Brett 
Brownscombe; Charlie Boyer; Tammy Dennee; Koto Kishida; Stephanie Page; CalLee 
Davenport; Danny Burgett; Kevin Conroy; Sara Magenheimer; Todd Peplin 
 
For further information, contact Meta Loftsgaarden, 503-414-3236; 
meta.loftsgaarden@or.usda.gov   

 
Managed Harvesting and 
Routine Grazing Provisions 

Lois Loop, FSA OTAC concurred with the 
FSA State Committee 
Recommendation  

NOTE: In addition to presenting information on managed haying and grazing, Lois 
announced a new program – Emergency Forest Restoration Program.  As information is 
forthcoming on this program, it will be provided to OTAC members. 
 
National policy on approved use of acreage enrolled in the Conservation Reserve 
Program has changed due to provisions in the 2008 Farm Bill.  The frequency and 
duration of both Routine Grazing and Managed Harvesting for contracts approved 
after July 28, 2010 must be approved by the FSA state technical committee with 
approval from the NRCS State Technical Advisory Committee.  The attached memo 
outlines the proposal from the FSA State Committee. 
 
RECOMMENDATION: OTAC concurred with the State Committee recommendation  
 
Handouts are posted at http://www.or.nrcs.usda.gov/partnerships/otac/index.html  

 
For further information, Lois Loop @ (503) 692 6830 Ext 223; lois.loop@or.usda.gov  

 
Organic/Conservation 
Training Summary  

Chris  Schreiner – 
Oregon Tilth 

Information  

Chris Schreiner, Executive Director for Oregon Tilth, provided an update on a 3-state series 
of training sessions held to improve coordination and knowledge of organic systems and 
conservation planning.  The trainings focused on organic and conservation professionals 
and were held on farms in Oregon and Washington.  The attached PowerPoint provides 
information about the training session and associated outcomes.  Full information about 
the training can be found at http://tilth.org/education-research/nrcs. In addition, Chris 
will post the latest National Agricultural Statistics Service data about organic farming in 
Oregon to the website below.  WSU CSANR's also contributed to data in the presentation.   
 
There is more data available on organic production trends at 
USDA NASS 
http://www.agcensus.usda.gov/Surveys/Organic_Production_Survey/index.asp 
 
WSU CSANR 
http://csanr.wsu.edu/Organic/OrganicStats.html 
 
PowerPoint on Organic Farms Resource Conservation is posted at 
http://www.or.nrcs.usda.gov/partnerships/otac/index.html  

http://www.or.nrcs.usda.gov/partnerships/otac/index.html�
mailto:meta.loftsgaarden@or.usda.gov�
http://www.or.nrcs.usda.gov/partnerships/otac/index.html�
mailto:lois.loop@or.usda.gov�
http://tilth.org/education-research/nrcs�
http://www.agcensus.usda.gov/Surveys/Organic_Production_Survey/index.asp�
http://csanr.wsu.edu/Organic/OrganicStats.html�
http://www.or.nrcs.usda.gov/partnerships/otac/index.html�


For further information, contact Chris Schreiner @ (503) 378 0690; chris@tilth.org  

mailto:chris@tilth.org�


 
Geographic Area Rate Cap 
Approval 

Dennis Kimberlin,  OTAC concurred with 
using the same GARC 
rates as used in FY10 for 
FY11 WRP and GRP 

Dennis provided background and information on the process for establishing Geographic 
Area Rate caps for the Wetland Reserve Program and Grasslands Reserve Program.  These 
rates are used as one of three values that a landowner can be offered for an easement (the 
others are fair market value or an offer from the landowner).  NRCS can pay the landowner 
the lowest of these three options.  See memo and maps linked below for information about 
the rate caps proposed.  OTAC members requested that definitions of each of the land use 
types be provided with these minutes as well. They are included on the website. 
 
RECOMMENDATION: OTAC recommended continuation with the same Geographic Area 
Rate caps as were used in Fiscal Year 2010, based on the analysis that has been completed 
by appraisers this year.  These rates will be used for the Wetlands Reserve Program and 
Grasslands Reserve Program. 
 
PowerPoint and handouts are posted at 
http://www.or.nrcs.usda.gov/partnerships/otac/index.html  
For further information, contact Dennis Kimberlin @ (503) 414 3235; 
dennis.kimberlin@or.usda.gov  

 
EQIP Practice Payment 
Schedule and Conservation 
Innovation Grants Resource 
Concerns 

Todd Peplin  
Feedback needed by 
September 16, 2010 
 
Recommendation 

Todd outlined the process for determining the rates that NRCS will pay across the state for 
the conservation practices that producers put in place on the ground.  These rates are 
established statewide.  A copy of all practices can be found at the link below.  NRCS IS 
REQUESTING that OTAC members review the cost-share rates and provide any comments 
and feedback to Todd at the e-mail address below prior to September 16. 
 
Todd also outlined the process that was used to determine the state priorities for the 
Conservation Innovation Grant program.  These priorities were established by OTAC for 
use in Fiscal Year 2009 and were also used for the FY10 Conservation Innovation Grants 
program in Oregon.  NRCS is recommending the same priorities be used for the FY11 CIG 
program in Oregon.  NRCS IS REQUESTING that OTAC members review the attached list 
of priorities, provide comments, suggestions and feedback by September 16 to Todd at the 
e-mail address below. 
 
PowerPoint, handouts AND documents for review are posted at 
http://www.or.nrcs.usda.gov/partnerships/otac/index.html  
 
For further information, contact Todd Peplin @ (541) 923 4358 Ext 131; 
todd.peplin@or.usda.gov  
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 Farm Service Agency  
Conservation Loan Program 

Bob Perry, Farm 
Loan Chief 

 Information 

Bob outlined a new Conservation Loan program to be announced September 3.  This 
program provides the opportunity for any producer with a conservation plan who meets the 
established loan criteria to receive loan funding for conservation practices they plan to 
implement, whether funded through NRCS or not. The loan program will be open on an 
ongoing basis, but funding is available immediately through September 30 for those who 
are interested.  See attached press release and fact sheet for additional information. 
 
For further information, contact the Bob Perry at (bob.perry@or.usda.gov); (503) 692-6830  
 

 
Hot Topics   
1.  Oregon/Idaho Grain Conference – December 1-3, 2010 in Portland, Oregon 
2.  OACD Annual Meeting Convention – October 27-30, 2010 in Sun River, Oregon 
3.  Oregon Farm Bureau Annual Convention, December 7-9, 2010 Salishan, Oregon 
4.  Oregon Governors’ fund RFP’s information can be located at 
http://www.nfwf.org  

 
Members Present:   
In attendance:  Co-Chair:  Ron Alvarado, NRCS State Conservationist; 
Co-Chair:  Lynn Voigt, FSA; DEQ: Gene Foster; Oregon Tilth: Chris 
Schreiner; Oregon Tree Farm Society: Joe Holmberg; USDA- Oregon 
Cattlemen’s Association:  Kay Teisl; Oregon Farm Bureau:  Tammy 
Dennee; Oregon Department of Agriculture: Stephanie Page, Oregon 
Environmental Council:  Allison Hensey, Oregon Habitat for Joint 
Venture:  Bruce Taylor, Oregon Association of Conservation Districts: 
Charlie Boyer, Jerry Nicolescu; US Fish and Wildlife Service: CalLee 
Davenport, Jody Caicco, Andrea Hanson; OCEAN:  Jeremy Baker; The 
Fresh Water Trust:  Brett Brownscombe; Bureau of Land Management:  
Bill O’Sullivan; US Environmental Protection Agency: Joel H. Salter; 
Oregon Watershed Enhancement Board: Melissa Leoni; OSU Forestry:  
Jim Johnson; OSU, Cooperative Extension Service:  Bill Braunworth; 
Oregon Dairy Farmers Association:  Kathryn Walker; The Xerces 
Society for Invertebrate Conservation:  Mace Vaughan; Oregon Tilth:  
Chris Schreiner; Oregon Department of Environmental Quality:  Gene 
Foster; Oregon Farm Bureau:  Gail Greenam; Farm Service Agency: 
Lois Loop, Sam Asai, Bob Perry, Peggy Browne; NRCS: Meta 
Loftsgaarden, Sara Magenheimer, Danny Burgett, Misty Seaboldt, Kevin 
Conroy, Leo Preston, Dennis Kimberlin, Todd Peplin, Tom Makowski and 
Cec Cullison. 
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