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     News Release
For Immediate Release:  January 26, 2009

CONTACT:  
Zola Ryan, District Conservationist: 573-6446 ext. 107, zola.ryan@or.usda.gov    
Public invited to provide input on local conservation programs
Hines, OR, January 26— The Natural Resources Conservation Service and Harney Soil and Water Conservation District will hold a meeting of the Harney County Local Work Group on Thursday, February 19.  The public is invited to learn about conservation programs authorized in the 2008 Farm Bill and to provide input on how these programs are implemented in Harney County to address local natural resource issues.    Kevin Conroy, NRCS Basin Team Leader, will present information on changes and opportunities under the 2008 Farm Bill and provide an update on plans for implementation in Harney County.  There will be plenty of opportunity for members of the public to ask questions and comment on the natural resource issues that are important locally.
The Local Work Group Meeting will be held at 1:00 pm on Thursday, February 19 at the Eastern Oregon Agricultural Research Center.  For more information, contact Kevin Conroy, Basin Team Leader, at 541-883-6924 ext. 115.

The Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) provides voluntary technical and financial assistance to people interested in protecting and enhancing soil, water, and related natural resources on non-federal lands. NRCS staffs work in every county in the state and directly assist farmers, ranchers, and others. NRCS, an agency of the U.S. Department of Agriculture, is an equal opportunity provider and employer. Local contact information is located in the telephone book under the federal government listing or can be found online at:  www.or.nrcs.usda.gov 
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