Privacy Act Statement for NRCS Conservation Program Applications

Name: __________________________________________________________
Background:  In order to process the attached conservation program application, the Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) and Soil and Water Conservation District (SWCD) employees, director and board members while acting for NRCS may be required to release a minimum amount of your personal information.  This release of information will only be in the course of processing the application, and will only consist of the information stated below and will only be released to the person(s) listed below.  

Privacy Act of 1974 Compliance Information: Solicitation of information contained herein is authorized by Executive Order 10450, and/or Section 231 of the Crime Control Act of 1990 (42 U.S.C. 13041), and may be used as a basis for suitability determinations.  Disclosure of the information by you is voluntary.  Information may be transferred as a routine use to appropriate federal, state or local agencies when relevant to the issuance of a license, grant, or approval for participation in a conservation program.  Failure to provide information requested on this form may result in the government’s inability to determine your suitability for the program you are applying for.  

USDA Nondiscrimination Statement: The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, religion, age, disability, political beliefs, sexual orientation, and marital or family status. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA’s TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD).  To file a complaint of discrimination write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, Room 326-W, Whitten Building, 14th and Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (202) 720-5964 (voice or TDD.)  USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.
Authorization and Release: I hereby authorize the Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) to release certain information contained in the enclosed application.  The information released will only be information needed to process my application.  I have been informed of my rights under the Privacy Act of 1974 and the protection of my personal information under USDA NRCS General Manual Part 408.  

Signature: ________________________________   Date:  ________________

Authorization for NRCS Release of Conservation Plan File Information

Persons receiving Federal funding or final designs/specifications through the USDA natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) to implement conservation projects are required to comply with all Federal, State, and local laws, as well as obtain any required Federal, State, or local permits prior to construction of the project.  In order to ensure compliance with Endangered Species Act (ESA) and the Magnuson-Stevens Act (MSA), NRCS is required to consult with US Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) and National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) – Fisheries [formerly referred to as the National Marine Fisheries service (NMFS)] if we determine our actions will affect Threatened or Endangered species or their habitat.  The National Historic Preservation Act (NHPA) requires NRCS to cooperate with the State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO) and the Advisory Council on Historic Preservation (Advisory Council).
I, ________________________, have control of said project and/or property, and give my consent for NRCS to consult with and/or release pertinent information from my project or construction plan relating to said consultation with the USFWS, NOAA Fisheries, Advisory Council, and SHPO to ensure compliance with ESA, MSA, and NHPA.  This does not authorize access to my private property by non-NRCS agencies, groups or individuals.

I, ________________________, have control of said project and/or property and choose not to give my consent for NRCS to consult with and/or release pertinent information from my project or construction plan relating to said consultation with the USFWS, NOAA Fisheries, Advisory Council, and SHPO to ensure compliance with ESA, MSA, and NHPA.  
If you choose not to give your consent, you may work directly with these agencies when the need arises and provide assurance of ESA, MSA and NHPA compliance to the NRCS prior to implementation of your planned project.  NRCS will provide you no further assistance until the consultation process has been completed.
NOTE:  Failure to provide consent may affect your eligibility to receive USDA funding for your project.  You may cancel this consent by written notice. 
____________________________    _______________________________

NAME (Signature)                               DATE

The Natural Resources Conservation Service provides leadership in a partnership effort to help people conserve, maintain, and improve our natural resources and environment
An Equal Opportunity Provider and Employer 
□ Do not release any of my application information


□ NRCS has my permission to release the following information:


Name: ___________________________________________________________


Address: _________________________________________________________


Other Information: __________________________________________________


_________________________________________________________________


□ NRCS has my permission to release the above information in the following situations:


Soil and Water Conservation District open meetings and the minutes from these meetings_________________________________________________________


Other Situations or Persons: _________________________________________


________________________________________________________________


________________________________________________________________








