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Water Quality Enhancement Activity – WQL15 – Reduce the Concentration of 
Nutrients on Farm by Limiting the Amount of Feed and Fertilizer Brought on Livestock 
Farms 
 

Reduce the Concentration of Nutrients on 
Livestock Farms 
Grow at least 75% of feed for livestock on the farm 
and use manure from the livestock to supply at least 
50% of N, 90% of P and 90% K for crops grown on 
the farm. 
 
Land Use Applicability 
This enhancement is applicable on cropland and 
pasture land. 
 
Benefits 

On livestock farms, when feed for livestock is brought on to the farm and manure from the 
livestock is spread on the farm, over time this can result in a buildup of nutrients on the farm.  
This problem is made worse if the nutrient value of the manure is not accounted for and 
additional fertilizer is applied to crops.  By growing the majority of feed for livestock on the 
farm and properly accounting for the nutrients in the manure when applying it to crop land, 
better nutrient cycling is achieved.  Nutrients are not concentrated on the farm and a more 
sustainable operation is possible. 

 
Criteria  

 At least 75% of feed for livestock must be grown on the farm. 
 For crops grown on the farm, manure from the livestock must supply at least: 

o 50% of N 
o 90% of P 
o 90% of K 

 
Documentation Requirements  

 Documentation of total feed requirements for livestock. 
 Documentation of feed purchases from off farm. 
 Documentation of nutrient requirements for crops. 
 Documentation of off farm nutrient purchase. 

 

 

 



  

           

 

 

WATER QUALITY AND WILDLIFE ENHANCEMENT ACTIVITY 

WQL15 – OR   Reduce the Concentration of Nutrients on Farm by 
Limiting the Amount of Feed and Fertilizer Brought on 
Livestock Farms  

 
 
Criteria 
 
 Complete a CNMP if one is not already on file. 
 If necessary, modify existing CNMP based on this Enhancement Activity 

 
Documentation Clarification 
 
 Documentation of total feed requirements for livestock is inclusive of a Feed Management Plan 

and requires the expertise of an animal nutritionist and/or someone certified through the 
American Registry of Professional Animal Scientists (ARPAS). 

 
References  
 
 WSU Livestock Nutrient Management http://www.puyallup.wsu.edu/dairy/nutrient-

management/publications.asp 
 


