
March 2, 2010 
Oregon Technical Advisory Group (OTAC) 

 
47  People 
Chairs = Ron Alvarado (NRCS) and Lynn Voigt (FSA) 
Integrated Water Resources Strategy (IWRS) Workshop conducted by Brenda Bateman 
Questions?  Contact brenda.o.bateman@wrd.state.or.us / 503-986-0879 
 
Strengths (Institutional) 
 
We already have strong federal partnerships in Oregon. 
 
We’ve already acknowledged that water is not infinite. 
 
There are still lots of places in Oregon where we have an opportunity to restore floodplains 
(complexity could be protected, as in Tillamook’s historic floodplain). 
 
Good history of landowners working with researchers (e.g., juniper removal in Burns, using 
“test” and “control” groups.) 
 
Water Resources Department (WRD) has some good tools in place to manage water resources. 
 
Oregon has forest lands that can help with water supply.  There are lots of management options 
for the natural resource lands in Oregon. 
 
Oregon has a strong history of conservation grants programs. 
 
Oregonians have a strong conservation ethic (they want to conserve natural resources). 
 
Weaknesses (Institutional) 
 
System of Prior Appropriation (some of the problem is perception): 

- legal disincentives to conserve water 
 - use it or lose it 
 
Unintended consequences of increasing pricing or conservation requirements (i.e., reduction in 
gardens as well as lawns). 
 
We set up our system of allocation during a “wet” century.  We need to develop a system with 
more flexibility, without scaring senior water right holders. 
 
There’s not enough money to do everything that needs to be done (infrastructure, data collection, 
management of the resource). 
 
Lack of data for scientific decision-making. 
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Market demands create inefficiencies (e.g., price of commodity is high, but it doesn’t grow well 
here.  Grow it anyway.) 
 
We have bad habits!  (20 minute showers, running the water in the sink.) 
 
Municipal costs of water are cheap / low, so water gets wasted. 
 
Opportunities 
 
Water is a great topic, around which everyone can get galvanized. 
 
Local groups are already cooperating, working on these issues together. 
 
Both agricultural and municipal users will need to upgrade their aging infrastructure soon (leaky 
pipes, delivery systems).  There may be opportunities to do something differently / better during 
that upgrade to get more efficiencies. 
 
Understanding land ownership (fed, state, private).  If we take time to understand and work with 
the entities who own the land, we can be more effective in our education and outreach efforts. 
 
Look into markets for ecosystem services (presents trading opportunities). 
 
Capture, store, and safely release water. 
 
Recycled water is already used on crops today (outside of Oregon); there are opportunities there. 
 
Look at other states to see how they’ve managed water (water banking, water savings, etc.) 
 
Recommended irrigation rates (water needed to grow each crop) are out of date.  Our 
understanding of those needs has evolved.  Updating these recommendations could save water. 
 
Conservation should be a shared responsibility. 
 
Climate change represents an opportunity for integrated planning (urban & rural; consumptive & 
non-consumptive). 
 
Link/use the right incentives to get desired outcomes (e.g., use grant programs to encourage 
restoration). 
 
Require re-use for new developments and re-developments. 
 
Have de-centralized water infrastructure (rainwater harvesting, etc.).  This could have water 
quantity and water quality benefits, including urban stormwater run-off issues. 
 
Continue to gain water efficiencies through improved plumbing codes. 
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Wetland restoration, including uplands and floodplains.  Restore natural functions (beavers, 
wetlands, etc.) 
 
“More storage,” although participants differed over whether would entail “more dams” or “more 
natural storage.” 
 
There’s always opportunity for “less use.”  Lots of room for outreach and education (e.g., “don’t 
water the sidewalk”; put in xeriscaping, etc.) 
 
Irrigated agriculture provides benefits to wildlife, habitat, the environment, return flows.  It 
provides economic benefits to Oregon and food to the world.  We need to do a better job of 
conveying that message. 
 
Improve education of “non-ag” folks about what ag already does to conserve water. 
 
“Water cycle” – irrigation water goes back in stream, recharges ground water, evaporates, is used 
by the crops. 
 
 
Threats 
 
Climate change means uncertainty. 
 
Population growth (particularly in urban growth boundaries) means that people will expect more 
water and wastewater services. 
 
We’re physically destroying our water distribution infrastructure, and replacing it with systems 
that require higher energy use. 
 
We’re seeing inappropriate development of riparian corridors, including floodplain 
channelization. 
 
Loss of wetlands / natural storage 
 
Groundwater Depletion 
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