Cortland, New York
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Over the past five years, the cost to
produce milk in the Northeast has
averaged around $13.65 per
hundredweight (CWT).

The price received by the producer
around $13.75 per CWT.

TF o farin consizizd of 100 cows
oroducing 20,000 CVWT ozp yzar, Tz

orofir would bz

20,000 CWTs X .10 = $2,000 per
year

Jow zr us szz whnar nappzns To profir if

$13.75 - 12.29 = $1.46 profit/cWT

Wz stoo cnasing our Tails and rzduce
oroduciion costs by Tz samz 107

$13.65 - 1.36 = $12.29

instead of .10 cents

To caleularz profir pze CWT, slmply
suptrdact Tz cost from thz oricz

$13.75 - $13.65 = .10 cents
Price

Profit

Cost

Tnar is nor znougn monzy to live o,
so lzrs zeoand inz nzed by 107

22,000 CWTs X .10 = $2,200 per
year

Sure enough, herd expansion did in

fact increase profit by $200.

Trnus, on o wnolz nzed pasis:

Increasing production by 10%
improved profit by $200
But,decreasing production costs by

10% improved profit by

$27,200
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Rzl Faem Examolz
Dan and Anne Carey in Groton, New
York milk 200 Holstein Dairy cows.

In the winter, their purchased feed
costs are $3.96/cow/day.

During the 160 day pasture season,
their purchased feed costs drop to 91
cents/cow/day.

Duz rnz syms

200 cows X $3.05/cow/day X 160
days = a savings of

$97,600

Fapmzers to

“Get Big, Produce
More, or Get Out”
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Being on the wrong
side of the fence is
not always a bad
thing!

Pasture can be defined as either
qa.

ora

ol TR

Ground covered with grass or herbage
used or is suitable for the grazing of
livestock.

Grass or herbage for feeding livestock




To feed livestock by putting them to graze
on pasture

2w 15 NS Sencenndnll

A unit or area of land on which exists a
suitable amount, type and distribution of
vegetation that when utilized with a
sufficient level of management
complements or meets the nutritional
requirements of the resident livestock
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Nutrient cycles

Hydrologic cycles

Energy flow patterns
Healthy biotic communities

Sustains the desired level of productivity
and properly functioning ecological
processes

A dirt lot

An exercise lot
A feed lot

or

A Parking lot




Does provide feed for livestock i . A
Does sustain properly functioning e‘mf‘g and
ecological processes '

And people need to calling that which
is not pasture, pasture!
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SEASONAL PATTERN OF PASTURE
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There are two basic stocking methods:

e e Thoo CotgSsasss,

16 PADDOCK 4 PADDOCK 1 PADDOCK 1 PADDOCK
ROTATIONAL ROTATIONAL CONTINUOUS CONTINUOUS
IMPROVED IMPROVED IMPROVED UNIMPROVED

ANIMAL UNITS/ 1.66b 1.11c 76¢ .92d
ACRE

| |
e ey ™ 3026 295b 195¢ 234¢

b.c.de MEANS ON THE SAME LINE WITH DIFFERENT SUPERSCRIPTS ARE
SIGNIFICANTLY DIFFERENT (P<.05). HOLSTEIN STEERS WERE USED IN THIS
EXPERIMENT.

ADAPTED FROM EMMICK, FOX, AND SEANY 1990
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16 PADDOCK 4 PADDOCK 1 PADDOCK 1 PADDOCK
ROTATIONAL ROTATIONAL CONTINUOUS CONTINUOUS
IMPROVED IMPROVED IMPROVED  UNIMPROVED

ANIMAL UNITS/ 1660 1.11c 76e .92d
ACRE

I |
™ 3020 2950 195¢ 234¢

FORMEVIELD 7210 4498 3250 | 2990

b.c.de MEANS ON THE SAME LINE WITH DIFFERENT SUPERSCRIPTS ARE
SIGNIFICANTLY DIFFERENT (P<.05). HOLSTEIN STEERS WERE USED IN THIS
EXPERIMENT.

ADAPTED FROM EMMICK, FOX, AND SEANY 1990
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The greater the need for maximizing
forage production per acre of pasture,
the greater the need for using a
rotational stocking method.
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+ A method of livestock deployment where
livestock have the continuous or
uninterrupted use of a pasture during the
time period in which grazing is allowed

+ As commonly practiced, it is a minimum
management grazing method where a set
number of animals are turned into a pasture
to graze for as long as the forage supply lasts
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HIGH FORAGE SUPPLY LOW FORAGE SUPPLY HIGH FORAGE SUPPLY LOW FORAGE SUPPLY
(SPRING AND EARLY SUMMER) (MID-SUMMER AND FALL) (SPRING AND EARLY SUMMER) (MID-SUMMER AND FALL)

+ Without proper planning and management, the
continuous stocking method leads to resource
depletion, environmental degradation and
reduced livestock performance on both a per
acre and per animal basis

* With proper planning and management, it can
be a useful alternative for some livestock
operations or specific land use objectives

INDICATIONS FOR USE

- A method of livestock deployment that
+ Livestock operations where animal numbers can be utilizes two or more grazing units or paddocks
adjusted +/- fo maintain proper balance between that are alternately grazed and rested during

forage supply and forage demand i.e., cow/calf, . L . L
ewe/lamb, growing animals the time period in which grazing is allowed

* The size and number of paddocks utilized is
dependent on the level of managerial control
desired, the productivity of the pasture and

+ Re-ordering succession i.e., weed and brush control the number of livestock




HIGH FORAGE SUPPLY LOW FORAGE SUPPLY
(SPRING AND EARLY SUMMER) (MID-SUMMER AND FALL)

+ Without proper planning and management, the
rotational stocking method is no better than a
continuous stocking method

* With proper planning and management,
rotational stocking methods provide
opportunity o maintain resource integrity,
reduce environmental degradation, optimize
livestock performance, and length of grazing
season

INDICATIONS FOR USE

+ When the livestock are lactating dairy cows,
sheep, or goats

* When the resource inventory identifies a
farm using a less intensive style of grazing
management is running short on feed

+ Any fime you are looking to maximize
production on a per acre basis
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Foo mucry foragz/i ot znolgs)
|2 1ci01c] (Under-stocked)

Too mucr dzimand/Too itz

Fopcic)~ (Over-stocked)

If you do not maintain the correct

number of animals for the forage

base, regardless of the method of
stocking you use,
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