
1

Becoming a Certified Feed 
Management  Planner

Feed Management

A Key Ingredient in Livestock
and Poultry Nutrient Management

Certification Option Flow Diagram

Option 1

ARPAS 
Member 

Route

Option 2

Non - ARPAS 
Member 

Route

Certification Option Flow Diagram

Option 1

ARPAS 
Member  Route

Option 2

Non - ARPAS 
Member 

Route

Technical Service Agreement with NRCS

Register with ARPAS and
Pass Feed Management  Exam http://techreg.usda.gov/

Certification Criteria

Certification Process for Nutritionist

Member

Non-member

• Option 1 – Certification

– Provide 2 references where you  
have used Standard 592

– Certification as Professional Animal 
Scientist

– http://www.arpas.org/nrcs.asp

Certification Process for Nutritionist

• Option 2 – Knowledge and Training
– Have proficiency in using techniques described in 

Standard 592

– Provide 2 references where you have used 
Standard 592

– Acquire 15 hours of training or CEUs in feed 
management related subjects every three years

– Knowledge and understanding of National 
Planning Procedures Handbook – Part 600.5, 
Comprehensive Nutrient Management Planning 
Technical Guidance

Certification Process for Nutritionist
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Option 1 – ARPAS Member

• Two Stage Process

• ARPAS will recommend interested and 
qualified ARPAS members to NRCS

• To gain final approval, each person will 
need to complete a Technical Service 
Agreement with NRCS.

Option 1 – ARPAS Member

• Stage 1 A

• ARPAS is required to establish and 
maintain a registry of qualified ARPAS 
members.

• The registry must contain certain 
information that will be collected  in your 
application to ARPAS (www.arpas.org). 
Complete form and submit to Susie Rahn

NRCS Technical Service 
Provider Application Form

NRCS Technical Service 
Provider Application Form
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Option 1 – ARPAS Member
• Stage 1 B - The requirements for Feed  

Management Certification are: 
1) be a current member PAS or RAS in the 
species that you are taking the exam in, 
2) complete feed management workshop of 
The National Feed Management Project, 
(contact Joe Harrison jhharrison@wsu.edu)
3) pass the feed management exam, and 
4) maintain yearly continuing education credits 
with at least four hours of the sixteen hours 
required devoted to feed management.

Option 1 – ARPAS Member
• Stage One - Details

The exam will have 75% of questions devoted to 
general feed management and 25% of feed 
management questions specific to the species (Dairy, 
Beef, Swine, or Poultry) requested by the certification 
candidate.  Initial requests for feed management 
certification in multiple species will be handled by 
administering one expanded exam.  Later requests for 
certification in additional species by those already 
certified in feed management will be handled by 
administering an exam specific to the species 
certification requested. 

Option 1 – ARPAS Member

• Stage One - Details

The National Feed Management 
Project will provide exam questions to 
the ARPAS Examining Board. 

The National Feed Management 
Project will provide a list of acceptable 
continuing education in feed 
management to ARPAS.

Option 1 – ARPAS Member

• Stage One - Details

The cost for the Feed Management 
Certification will be $100 for 
certification in a first species. 

An additional $25 fee will be assessed 
for each additional species 
certification requested. 

Option 1 – ARPAS Member

• Stage Two
Feed Management

A Key Ingredient in Livestock
and Poultry Nutrient 

Management

Questions


