
OTAC Minutes 
March 2, 2010 

OSU Agriculture Experiment Station, Aurora  
 
Reference Documents from this meeting are posted at 
http://www.or.nrcs.usda.gov/partnerships/  
 
NOTE: Next OTAC Meeting is June 15 at the OSU Agricultural Experiment 
Station in Aurora 

9:00-9:15 – Welcome and 
Introduction of Lynn Voigt 

Ron Alvarado, NRCS 
Lynn Voigt, FSA 

Information 

 
Ron Alvarado introduced Dennis Kimberlin, who is the new Leader for Programs for Oregon 
NRCS.  Dennis can be reached at dennis.kimberlin@or.usda.gov; or by phone at 503-414-
3235. Kevin Conroy, who has been acting in the position since August, will be returning to 
Basin Team Leader in the High Desert Basin 
 
Lynn Voigt – the Biomass Crop Assistance Program rules were published to the federal 
register for comment on February 8.  Comments are due by April 9. 
 
9:15-9:30 – National Update  Craig Derickson, NRCS 

Deputy Chief for 
Financial Assistance 
and Community 
Development 

Information 

Craig Derickson was in Oregon for a meeting with the Oregon Wheat Growers League in 
Klamath Falls.  He joined the OTAC meeting to provide an update from the national office.  
Derickson noted Oregon’s high level of conservation investments.  He discussed the 
national and USDA-level push for outcome-based conservation – the agency is focused on 
using Farm Bill programs as one of a number of tools to reach that goal. 
 
Derickson also addressed a number of national initiatives that are applicable to Oregon, 
including the Organic EQIP initiative and the soon-to-be announced sage grouse initiative.  
These initiatives are among a number of national initiatives that focus on the Chesapeake 
Bay, Mississippi River Basin and Air Quality. 
 
The Agricultural Water Enhancement Program and Cooperative Conservation Partnership 
Initiative requests for proposal should be out soon. 
 
Derickson also noted Secretary Vilsack’s strong commitment and vision for agriculture and 
conservation across the US. 
9:30-10:15 – Oregon’s Statewide 
Forest Assessment and Resource 
Strategy 

Jim Cathcart, Oregon 
Department of Forestry 

Information 

 
(PowerPoint Presentation posted at http://www.or.nrcs.usda.gov/partnerships/ ) 
Cathcart presented the background regarding ODF’s Statewide Forest Assessment and 
Resource Strategy.  The assessment is required by the Forest Service as a part of the 
2008 Farm Bill.  Oregon’s work will include both the assessment and resource 
strategy.  Priority issues to be considered as well as the process that ODF will follow 
are provided in the attached PowerPoint.  For further information, contact Jim 
Cathcart at jim.cathcart@state.or.us. 
 

http://www.or.nrcs.usda.gov/partnerships/
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Conservation Reserve Program 
(CRP) Establishment of 
Conservation Priority Areas 

Lois Loop, FSA Eric Rickerson, Koto Kashida, 
Rachel Sakata, Callee 
Davenport, Sara O’Brien, 
Keith Paulson, Tammy 
Dannee, Karma Anderson, 
and John Williams, Jeremy 
Maestas 

 
(Maps from previous Conservation Priority Areas are posted at 
http://www.or.nrcs.usda.gov/partnerships/).  Loop discussed the process for establishing 
state and national Conservation Priority Areas.  Conservation Priority areas are used when 
producers apply for CRP.  National areas have already been designated; there are not any 
currently in Oregon. The state CPAs need to be developed for Oregon, ensuring no greater 
than 33% of the state’s cropland is covered by CRP.  A subcommittee was established to 
review priorities (see above). 
 
Climate Change 
EQIP 
Recommendations   

Subcommittee 
Members  

OTAC recommends adoption of the identified 
practices for both greenhouse gas reduction and 
climate change adaptation with additions 
provided by OTAC members.  OTAC also requests 
a closer review of the ‘high, medium and low’ 
rankings for conservation benefit.  OTAC 
approved the recommendations for how the 
practice lists will be used 

 
(Recommendation memo and list of practices is posted at 
http://www.or.nrcs.usda.gov/partnerships/) OTAC climate change subcommittee 
recommendations were presented to the full OTAC.  The impetus of this process came out 
of recommendations from the Governor’s Agriculture Carbon working group.  OTAC 
approved recommending the practice list with the addition of ‘Stream Habitat Improvement 
and Management’ as proposed by members.  In addition, OTAC recommended the 
following, based on the subcommittee’s recommendations:   

1. NRCS actively work with partners to establish a way to measure the impacts and 
benefits of the recommended practices.  FY11 practices that are specifically 
tagged for greenhouse gas reduction, carbon sequestration and/or climate 
change adaptation should be monitored to measure benefits/impacts of those 
practices; 

2. In order to effectively incorporate greenhouse gas reduction, carbon 
sequestration and/or climate change adaptation into NRCS planning, NRCS 
conservation planners should be trained to include these practices and their 
associated effects into their current planning process; 

3. Practices considered for funding through EQIP or other programs should fully 
consider those that have the most benefit to the greatest number of resource 
concerns – including reduction in greenhouse gases, carbon sequestration 
and/or climate change adaptation; 

4. If practices rank equally in the local EQIP ranking pool, priority should be given 
to those practices that also reduce energy use 

Finally, OTAC recommended a more detailed review of the impact ranking of practices 
(high, medium, low) as identified on the table provided at the meeting.  As a result, those 
rankings have been removed from the attached table and will be added back in after 
further analysis has been completed. 
 

http://www.or.nrcs.usda.gov/partnerships/
http://www.or.nrcs.usda.gov/partnerships/


In addition to the group discussion, Jeffrey Key with the Freshwater Trust provided written 
comment tied to the climate change discussion (see website for document, 
http://www.or.nrcs.usda.gov/partnerships/). 
OTAC Member 
Updates  

All OTAC 
Members 

Information 

 
Specific Dates and reminders: 
The Oregon Small Woodlands Association is holding their annual meeting April 30-May 1 
in Clackamas; the Tree Farm of the Year Tour will be held June 26 in Linn County – more 
information to follow. 
Oregon Department of Environmental Quality has the following release dates for 
TMDLs: 
Klamath & Lost River Basins: public comment now; issuance summer/early fall 2010; 
Wallowa/Imnaha/Lower Grand Ronde Basins: public comment begin spring 2010; 
issuance late summer 2010;  
Malheur Basin: public comment begin spring 2010; issuance summer 2010 
John Day Basin: public comment begin late spring/early summer 2010; issuance early fall 
2010 
The Food Alliance is in the process of updating the wildlife criteria for Food Alliance 
certification, and will be posting criteria for public comment when complete.  For more 
information, contact Karen Lewotsky at Karen@foodalliance.org. 
The Oregon Environmental Council announced that 15 Oregon wineries have completed 
audits and made changes to their operations to become Carbon Neutral.  Formal 
announcement is forthcoming 
The Oregon Department of Agriculture announced that the Ag Progress Awards will be 
March 16 in Silverton at the Oregon Garden.  John McDonald with OACD will be 
recognized at this awards banquet. 
US Fish and Wildlife Service announced that the Oregon Chub is proposed to be 
downlisted from endangered to threatened on the Endangered species list. 
NRCS announced that the Conservation Innovation Grant priorities will be sent out along 
with these minutes.  Any OTAC member wishing to comment can provide their comments 
to todd.peplin@or.usda.gov. (CIG priorities for comment are posted at 
http://www.or.nrcs.usda.gov/partnerships/) 
 
Conservation 
Innovation Grant 
(CIG) Presentation - 
Model  
Energy Program for 
ag producers & rural 
small businesses 

Terry Johnson, 
Cascade Pacific 
Resource 
Conservation 
and 
Development 
Council 

Information 

PowerPoint is posted at http://www.or.nrcs.usda.gov/partnerships/  
Members Present:   
In attendance:  Co-Chair:  Ron Alvarado, NRCS State Conservationist; Co-Chair:  
Lynn Voigt, FSA; Craig Derickson, NRCS, Washington DC; DEQ: Koto Kishida, 
Gene Foster, Joshua Seeds; Oregon Tilth: Chris Schreiner; Oregon Tree Farm 
Society: K.C. Van Natta; Oregon Water Resources Department:  Brenda 
Bateman; USDA- Oregon Cattlemen’s Association:  Kay Teisl; Oregon Farm 
Bureau:  Tammy Dennee, Jennifer Shmikler; Oregon Department of Agriculture: 
Stephanie Page, Ken Bierly, Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife: Eric 
Rickerson; West NTSC:  Russ Hatz, Kathryn Boyer, Harbans Lal; Defenders of 
Wildlife:  Sara O’Brien;  Oregon Environmental Council:  Allison Hensey, 

http://www.or.nrcs.usda.gov/partnerships/
mailto:Karen@foodalliance.org
mailto:todd.peplin@or.usda.gov
http://www.or.nrcs.usda.gov/partnerships/
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Network of Oregon Watershed Councils:  Tom O’Brien; US EPA:  Anthony  
Barber, Oregon Habitat for Joint Venture:  Bruce Taylor, Oregon Water 
Resources Department:  Ruben Ochoa; USDA/ARS: John D. Williams; 
Environmental Projection Agency: Karma Anderson; Oregon Small Woodlands 
Association: David Ford;  US Forest Service: Ray Abriel; Oregon Association of 
Conservation Districts: Charlie Boyer; Congressman DeFazio’s Office:  Nick 
Batz; Oregon Department of Forestry: Jim Cathcart; Cascade Pacific RC&D: 
Terry Johnson; US Fish and Wildlife Service: CalLee Davenport, Miel Corbett, Paul 
Hensen; Pheasants Forever: Craig Paulson; Representative David Wu’s Office: 
Rian Pilnski; Farm Service Agency: Lois Loop; NRCS: Meta Loftsgaarden, Sara 
Magenheimer, Kevin Conroy,  Emily Fife, Bob Gillaspy, Sophia Glenn, Dennis 
Kimberlin, Todd Peplin, and Cec Cullison.  



 
Statewide Integrated 
Water Resources 
Strategy listening 
Session 

Brenda 
Bateman, OR 
Water 
Resources 
Department 

Information and Discussion 

 
Brenda Bateman presented the next steps for the Integrated Water Resources Strategy.  
Open houses will be held throughout the state  between March and June at the following 
locations: Gresham (Gresham City Hall) March 31; Ontario (Holiday Inn Hotel) April 7; 
Umatilla (Umatilla City Hall) April 8; Bandon (Conference and Community Center ‘The 
Barn’) April 22; Tillamook (Tillamook County Library) April 28; Medford (Medford Library) 
May 11; Klamath Falls (Oregon Institute of Technology) May 12; Redmond (Redmond Fire 
and Rescue) May 13; Burns (Harney County Community Center) May 25; Salem (Oregon 
Dept of Fish and Wildlife) June 8; Eugene (Eugene Public Library) June 10; All Times are 4-
7 p.m. 
 
Brenda completed a Strengths, Weaknesses, Opportunities, Threats session with OTAC; 
notes from that discussion are attached. 
 
2:30-2:45 – Basin 
Team Leader Report 

Emily Fife, 
North Coast 
Basin Team 
Leader 

Information 

 
Emily is the new basin team leader for the North Coast, which covers Tillamook, Clatsop 
and Columbia counties.  She presented information about her basin’s work on the Strategic 
Approach to conservation, as well as progress on program signups, specifically the Organic 
EQIP signup. 
 
2:45-3:00 – Sage 
Grouse Listing 
Discussion 

Paul Henson 
and Miel 
Corbett, USFWS 

Information 

 
As of the OTAC meeting, USFWS decision on whether or not to list the sage grouse under 
the Endangered Species Act had not yet been determined.  Paul provided an update – the 
listing announcement was made on March 5.  NOTE: Since the OTAC meeting, USFWS 
announced their decision – a sage grouse listing is ‘warranted but precluded’.  For more 
information about the decision, contact US Fish and Wildlife Service at 503-231-6179. 
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