Yamhill County EQIP Local Work Group
9/10/09
Minutes

Those Attending:

Tim Stieber , Yamhill SWCD


Becca Pederson, NRCS
Tim Kreder, Landowner


Kevin Fenn, ODA
Chad Cherefko, NRCS

                       Merilyn Reeves,  Public
Darca Glasgow, FSA



Chris Seal, USFWS
Jana Rofksy, TNC



Kim Hudnall, NRCS

The meeting was called to order by Chad Cherefko NRCS at 1:15 pm. Introductions were made.  

Chad reviewed the purpose of the meeting which was to help define the most pressing resource concerns in the county and how best to address them within the scope of the Environmental Quality Incentives Program.

Review of last years minutes and unanimous approval.

Review of the status of farming and farming practices.  Big changes occurring on the landscape, perennial crops like grass seed are being removed and being replaced with annual crops like wheat, oats, barley etc.  Annual tillage increases potential for erosion, nutrient runoff, soil compaction and other water quality concerns. Economy is forcing the shift in farming. Lots of nursery production is down and ground is left fallow. Forestry activity is way down and management is being deferred. 
There was an Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP) summary highlighting the number of contracts since 1997 to present. The total sum of program dollars spent in the county is $2,265,384.65.  For 2009 there were 14 contracts on 3,863 acres. Expanded outreach to Forestry landowners resulted in 5 forest management plans.
Discussion on most effective us of funds. Water quality/quantity was still highlighted as greatest concern.  Cost benefit of paying for irrigation systems was discussed, still seen as valuable but may have greater impact with management practices that cover larger areas of land and engage more thought and discussion. Management practices may also be better at addressing resource concerns associated to the shift into more annual crops. Need to focus on what we know we are good at instead of trying to create something new.
Resource concerns discussed by the local work group included the following:

Surface water quality


Chemicals and nutrients


Temperature 


Riparian area health


Sediments and turbidity
Water quantity

Irrigation withdrawal is an issue

Rural municipal access is limited, no reservoir storage


Need assessment of Ag and forest water resources
Forest Health


Transition Planning


Technical Assistance for stewardship plans 


Soil erosion on roads, proper road construction


Overstocking

Fire Danger

Soils


Erosion on orchard, vineyard, and tree farms


Cropland sheet and rill


Dust problems with increased tillage
Wildlife 


Loss of oak woodland and savanna habitats to other uses such as vineyards


Migration corridors

The greatest concerns that we can address with the EQIP program remain to be related to water quality and quantity.  It was recommended that a priority be placed on those practices that provide multiple benefits such as buffers and riparian area enhancement. For work on forest lands technical assistance was still the greatest need but also implementing practices for forest health.
Meeting adjourned 3:31pm

