Q&A State Conservation Innovative Grant (OREGON)

Q. What is Conservation Innovation Grants (CI1G)?

A. Conservation Innovation Grants (CIG) is a voluntary program intended to stimulate
the development and adoption of innovative conservation approaches and
technologies while leveraging the Federal investment in environmental enhancement
and protection, in conjunction with agricultural production.

Q. What is CIG’s connection to EQIP?
A. There are a number of connections between CIG and EQIP, including:

e CIG was authorized under EQIP in the 2002 Farm Bill, and funds for CIG
come from EQIP funding

e Grant funds that are provided to a producer or entity to carry out
structural, vegetative, or management practices count toward each
producer’s or entity’s EQIP payment limitation

e CIG projects must involve EQIP-eligible producers.

Q. What projects are eligible for CIG?

A. Applications must describe projects that incorporate innovative conservation
approaches or technologies, or both used in combination. Applicants should consider
the following:

e CIG is not aresearch program. It is a vehicle to promote the development and
adoption of innovative approaches and technologies. CIG will fund projects
targeting on-the-ground conservation, including pilot projects and field
demonstrations.

e Proposed projects must conform to the description of innovative conservation
projects and activities included in the interim final rule and funding notice.

e Proposed innovative approaches or technologies must address a natural resource
conservation concern or concerns.

Q. What is the CIG State component?

A. The intent of the State component is to provide flexibility to NRCS State
Conservationists to target CIG funds to individual producers and smaller
organizations that may possess promising innovations, but may not compete well
on the larger scale of the national grants competition. The State component will
use the requirements and procedures established for the national component.



Q. Who can participate in CIG State component?

A. To be eligible, CIG applicants must be an Indian Tribe, State or local unit of
government, non-governmental organization, or individual.

Q. How is the State CIG announced?

A. State-level competitions will be announced through public notice, separate from the
national program.

Q. What type of projects does the state CIG emphasize?

A. The State component will emphasize projects that have a goal of providing benefits
within a limited geographic area. Projects may be on-farm, multi-county, small
watershed, or state wide in scope. The State Conservationist may choose to adhere to
the CIG national natural resource concerns, or may select a subset of those concerns
that more closely match the natural resource concerns of the state.

Q. What is the size of individual state CIG grants?

A. For State component grant awards must be $75,000 or less. This limit is established to
allow for streamlining of grants administration. It is anticipated that the range of
funding for the State component will be between $5,000 and $75,000.

Q. Are applicants required to provide matching funds?

A. Yes. CIG will pay up to 50 percent of the cost of the proposed project. Up to 50
percent of the applicant’s match may come from in-kind contributions. The
applicant’s match must consist of non-Federal funds.

Q. What funds will be available to administer the CIG program?

A. Funds for the State component can not exceed over 5 percent of the total states EQIP

allocation. The funding level for the State component is determined by the State
Conservationist.



Q. Is the State CIG component offered every year?

A. Oregon will offer a State component CIG program for FY 2009. The State CIG
component will be offered every year, dependent upon the success of the program and
the availability of EQIP funds.

Q. Can applicants apply for both National CIG and the State component CIG?
A. Applications of $75,000 or less will be need to compete under the State Component

Q. Is special consideration provided for limited resource and beginning farmers
and ranchers, and Tribes?

A. Yes. Two programmatic exceptions exist for limited resource and beginning farmers
and ranchers, and Indian Tribes.

e Up to 10 percent of the total funds available for CIG may be set aside for
applications from either a beginning or limited resource farmer or rancher, or
Tribe, or a community-based organization comprised of or representing these
entities.

e Up to 75 percent of their matching funds may come from in-kind contributions.
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