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TECHNICAL NOTES

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE Portland, Oregon SOIL CONSERVATION SERVICE

RANGE - NO. 16 November 1982

RELATIVE FORAGE PREFERENCE OF PLANTS
FOR
GRAZING USE BY SEASON

It is helpful to have a general idea of forage preference when
considering management alternatives on rangeland and grazeable
woodland. Also forage value ratings for grazed forestlands
require that forage values be assigned understory species. This
information should help do that. The following is an attempt

to classify forage preference of plants by season of use and
animals, assuming the plants are available for grazing.

Forage preference is influenced by several factors including
kind and class of animal; nutrient requirement of animal;
season of use; rate of stocking; plant composition and availa-
bility; chemical and nutrient content of the plant species; and
physiographic and climatic features of the area.

Plants have been rated to the following categories:
1 - Preferred

2 - Desirable

* - May be poisonous or otherwise injurious

Plants without ratings and seasons without ratings indicate plants
are generally not desirable as forage.

This Technical Note has been adopted from the Idaho Technical
Guide. : .

Oregon Range Technical Note No. 16
USDA-Soil Conservation Service Nosrenber: 152
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