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Using ArcCatalog to View GIS 
Layers and Metadata

Browse your geospatial data, and view 
information about the data sources and 

attributes.
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ArcCatalog provides an easy way to view 
information about your geographic data.

• Start ArcCatalog from the Start menu:
– Start/All Programs/ArcGIS/ArcCatalog

• The interface has left and right panes, like Windows Explorer.

• Unlike Windows Explorer, data sources must be added to ArcCatalog 
before they are browseable.
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Connecting to a New Data Source

•Note that the F: drive is not present

•To add the data source, click the Connect to Folder
button.
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Connecting to a New Data Source

•Use the Connect to Folder to browse to the 
desired location.
•Highlight the folder and click OK.
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•The new data source appears in the left-hand 
pane.
•Highlighting it display the contents in the 
right-hand pane.
•Clicking the “+” sign expands the folder.

Connecting to a New Data Source
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Note the Tabs.
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The Contents tab displays 
layers found in the folder 
selected in the left-hand 
window pane.
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The Preview tab displays 
layers found in the folder 
selected in the left-hand 
window pane.
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Changing Preview to “Table”
displays the layer attributes.  
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The Metadata tab displays 
information about the layer’s 
origin, creation date, and 
attributes.
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•Geodatabases expand like folders.
•The Preview and Metadata tabs 
work similarly.


