
RE: Climate Change and Irrigated Lands 
 
Dear OTAC members, 
  I am excited to be a part of this group.  I hope I can contribute 
some thoughtful dialogue on the issues facing Oregon and our natural 
resource based industries. 
  In my brief tenure working in stream flow restoration in the State I 
have been learning about many innovative opportunities to restore 
streamflows and build local capacity to sustain the long term viability 
of local agricultural production. 
  One program that is probably the most under utilized system in Oregon 
is the Oregon Water Resources Allocation of Conserved Water program.   
This program can reward surface water diverters for implementing 
irrigation efficiencies.   The program also allows any entity that has 
implemented an irrigation efficiency program within the last 5 years, 
to retroactively apply  to the program. 
    This program looks at how much the use was diverting before the 
project and how much is being diverted after the project and then 
determines what the amount of conserved water is.  The conserved water 
program requires a minimum of 25% of the conserved water to be 
transferred permanently in-stream for watershed health.  The remaining 
amount of conserved water that the certified water right holder has 
control of depends on the amount of public funding that was used to 
implement the project. 
  The recognized amount of conserved can then be used how ever the 
water right holder wishes.  They can even apply this new lands that did 
not have any water rights.  This is one of the few ways that irrigated 
agricultural lands can be expanded in areas where no additional surface 
water rights are being issued, which is most of the State. 
  The water right holder has the opportunity to sell these rights to 
other irrigators and/or to conservation groups such as the Freshwater 
Trust to transfer water in-stream in our target basins; The John Day, 
Umatilla and Grande Rhonde. 
  The use of this program statewide would also buffer our watersheds 
against climate change by  reducing stream temperatures and increasing 
over all water availability. 
  I would encourage policy that requires all NRCS, SWCD and Watershed 
Council irrigation efficiency investments be evaluated to utilize this 
State program. 
  I would also encourage a presentation by Kody Thurgood, the current 
OWRD, program manager to this group to further explain the program. 
  I will be unable to attend the March meeting due to previous 
commitments but I look forward to helping you all sustain growth in our 
agricultural communities and restore the rivers and streams that define 
our state. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Jeffrey Kee, CWRE 
Flow Restoration Project Manager 
John Day Basin 
The Freshwater Trust 
Jeffrey@thefreshwatertrust.org 
503-22-9091 ext 23  

mailto:Jeffrey@thefreshwatertrust.org
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