American Samoa Resource
Conservation and Development
Council

"Promoting sustainable use of land and sea resources for all
generations of American Samoan people.”

Sustainable Islands Update

ANNUAL PROGRESS REPORT FOR 2006 Conservation Spotlight

The American Samoa Resource Conservation and Development
Council made some remarkable strides in 2006, and we’d like
to extend our thanks to all the partners who helped out. The
Council’s all-volunteer Executive Board contributed countless
hours to establish a new program, complete one project, and
move several new projects toward completion. The Council
recruited and hired a part-time Administrative Assistant and a
full-time Program Manager in addition to ten Conservation
Corps members. Overall project- related spending exceeded Forestry Department to establish a
$24,000 in Federal and private foundation funds. The Council campus Vetiver nursery. The nursery
also strengthened their partnership with the National Park increases local supplies of this impor-
Service, Land Grant, the Department of Commerce, NRCS, and  tant grass used around the world for
the Congressman’s Office. Each of these partners placed a ::;lt::nf::‘i'tam" and protection of
Conservation Corps member, and provided training and super- ey

vision to help build their professional and technical capacity.

The Council assisted the Land Grant

Fagasa Tamaligi Eradication

P IMPACTS IN 2006: Eliminated invasive trees to improve
The pho'.:o below shows the Tamaligi tre_es 166 acres of wildlife habitat. Created eleven full-time
(Paraserianthes moluccana) that were girdled jobs and one part-time job. Established a new intern-
in the Village of Fagasa, March to June, 2006. ship/scholarship program for training young people.

Assisted a new corporation to receive designation from
IRS as a 501(c)(3). Secured funding for the Nu’uuli
Polytech High School greenhouse and conservation club.
Developed a watershed plan for Pago Harbor and sub-
mitted a proposal to fund implementation in 2008.
Developed a partnership to train farmers in sustainable
vegetable production, and submitted a proposal to fund
implementation in 2008. Helped secure funds to create a
Vetiver nursery. Propagated 1400 native trees. Installed
native trees on eight acres of forest lands. Helped 162
children and adults to gain new knowledge of natural
resource conservation concepts and techniques. Propa-
gated over 700 traditional and recommended agricul-
tural plant seedlings.

. With support from the US Forest Service in 2002, the Council and
{ the American Samoa Community College’s Division of Community
and Natural Resources secured funds for a greenhouse kit, which
was ordered and placed in storage at the College. In July of last
year, the Council was awarded a small grant from the EPA’s
Environmental Education Program for purchase of supplies and
74 equipment to assemble and install a state-of-the-art irrigation

7 system and propagate and grow a wide range of native trees and
. food crops. Over the past year, the American Samoa Department
of Education agreed to help prepare a site for the greenhouse as
part of the renovations at Nu’uuli Polytech. Once the green-
house is assembled, the agriculture program students will learn

The Greenhouse site at Nu’uuli
Polytech. Concrete piers will
support the posts of the struc-

ture. The greenhouse will ex- how to grow a variety of plants for agriculture and conservation
clude pests and provide shading uses. Students will then install native trees, shrubs, and other
from the sun. useful plants such as Vetivar in three village sites. If you know of

a site that could benefit from the conservation efforts of these
students, please call Crystal at 633-1031 x 25 or Paul at x 36.

Email us at: americansamoarcd@yahoo.com or call 633-1031 x 25. USDA and
ASRC&D Council are Equal Opportunity Providers and Employers.
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