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6 Drainage Classes

1. Excessively Well Drained
• No redoximorphic features Water 

moves through soil very rapidly
• Coarse Textures (sand and loamy 

sand)
• Shallow, porous steeply sloped 

profiles
2. Well Drained

• Good aeration
• Bright colors in subsoil
• Water table generally below 150cm

3. Moderately Well Drained
• Water table between 75 and 150cm 

for part of growing season
• Redoximorphic features often 

present between 30 and 150cm

4. Somewhat Poorly Drained
• Water table between 50 and 75 cm for 

part of growing season
• Redoximorphic features present between 

50 and 75 cm
• Special management needed for crop 

production and septic system use
5. Poorly Drained

• Water table between 25 and 50cm for part 
of growing season

• Considered a Hydric soil
• Redoximorphic features between 25 and 

50cm or more than 40 cm of organic 
surface

• Special management required
6. Very Poorly Drained

• Water table above 25 cm during part of 
growing season

• Considered a Hydric soil
• Redoximorphic features above 25 cm or 

more than 40 cm of organic surface 
• Located in concave, low-lying areas or 

depressions
• Water removed extremely slow



Wetness and permeability = Soil Drainage

High water 
content

Highly 
permeable

Slowly 
permeable

Low water
content

Dry Soil

Wet Soil

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Soil drainage is a product of both moisture and of permeability.  The term “permeability” refers to what?  (We talked about it when we were discussing soil structure) the ease at which things pass through a layer of soil.  So if there is a lot of water, but the soil is sandy, what kind of drainage will that soil have?  Will the soil be wet or dry?
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