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Deleting Un-needed Conservation Plans from the National Conservation 
Planning Database 
Johnny Chism, Resource Conservationist, Harrison, Arkansas 
 
Occasionally, extra plans are added to a customer’s file by mistake. A customer should usually have one 
database (consplan) for each set of land units. The customer should not have more than one database 
(consplan) for a specific set of land units. The customer can have more than one database (consplan) 
as long as the land units contained in the databases are different land units (tracts, fields, etc). Many 
times different databases are created depending on the use of the land, for example the customer may 
have a eqip database (consplan) and a water quality database (WQplan) that covers the same land 
units. THE CUSTOMER SHOULD NOT HAVE MORE THAN ONE DATABASE FOR ONE SET OF LAND 
UNITS. Not only does this practice lead to double reporting of progress, but it could be very confusing 
for the customer, especially if the land units for the different databases have different field numbers. 
 
A common way that multiple databases (consplan) occur is when users try to edit land units that have 

already been digitized. The user clicks the new toolkit layer button  instead of the edit layer button 

 and instead of editing an existing layer, they create a new one. 
 
I most cases these errors can be corrected and cleaned up, by deleting plans from the database. 
However, extreme caution should be used to assure that useful data is not deleted. The user should 
first check the land units and practice scheduler for each database to make sure there is no needed 
information, before any database is deleted. 
The following slides will step you through the process of checking multiple databases and deleting un-
needed ones. 
 
 You must have the 

customer’s folder 
checked out with 
write permissions.  
 
From the customer’s 
folder at the Land 
Units tab click the 
dropdown button by 
Select a Plan. 
 
Notice that this 
customer has 3 plan 
databases. 
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 Click and select the 

first database 
(Consplan). 
 
Notice there are no 
land units in this 
database. 
 
If the database 
contains land units, 
note whether they 
are mapped or 
unmapped and the 
field and tract 
numbers for 
comparison to the 
other databases. 

 
 

 
 Click and select the 

next database 
(Consplan1). 
 
This database also 
has no land units. 
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 Click and select the 

third database 
(consplan2). 
 
This database has 
mapped land units. 

 
 

 
 Next go to the 

practice schedule 
tab.  
 
Click and select the 
first database 
(Consplan). 
 
This database has 
no plan records. 
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 Click and select the 

second database 
(Consplan1). 
 
This database also 
has no plan records. 

 
 

 
 Click and select the 

third database 
(Consplan2). 
 
Notice that this 
database has plan 
records. 
 
Since Consplan and 
Consplan1 had no 
land units and no 
plan records they 
can safely be 
deleted. Close the 
customer’s folder. 
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 From the folder tab 

click the delete 
folder and plans 
icon. 
 
A dialog box appears 
with the information. 
It also has two 
buttons Remove 
Plan (which removes 
the individual plan 
databases from the 
customer’s folder) 
and Remove Folder 
(which deletes the 
entire customer 
folder from the 
database). 
 

 Select the first 
Note: if your delete folders and plans icon is not active (greyed out), you do not database (Consplan) have the permissions set for you to delete plans and folders, contact your District 
Conservationist and they can contact the Area Toolkit Coordinator to set your to be deleted and 
permissions. Click the Remove 

Plan button. 

Very Dangerous! Deletes 
the entire customer folder! 
There is no undo button! 

Deletes 
individual 
databases. 

appears, click Yes to 
delete the database. 
 
Repeat the process 
to select and delete 
the other database 
(Consplan1). 
 
Now the only 
remaining database 
is Consplan2 which 
is the one with the 
valid information. 

 

A warning message 
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Some helps if you have multiple databases with information in each: 
If you have two sets of land units for the same land with two practice schedules: 

• If there is a contract or applied practices you may not be able to delete the 
database. Review both practice schedules, if there are unique practices 
scheduled in the non- contract database, add those practices to the contract 
database and delete the non-contract database. 

• If neither practice schedule is linked to a contract, choose one schedule as a 
“keeper” and add any practices that are not in the “keeper” but are in the other 
database and delete the other database. 

• If one database has mapped land units and the other doesn’t, always keep the 
database with the mapped land units. 

• If one database has mapped land units and a different database has the 
practice schedule. (A real “tough” one). In this case you may have to redigitize 
the land units, be sure to select link to an existing database when you create 
the new Toolkit planned land unit layer (see page G-6 of the Toolkit training 
manual), then use the attribute tool to link the land units to the tabular data 
(see G-12). 

• If you are not sure about which one to delete, be safe and don’t delete either. 
Just be sure in the future to not make the mistake of creating multiple 
databases for one set of land units. 

• Always be cautious when deleting plan databases, there is always the 
possibility of deleting valid information. 


