
Grazing Lands Map - NERA Final Analysis

The final Grazing Lands map combines the
data input layers as shown.
Weights for each data layer were
summed together to create this final map.

7.  NERA 2 used US Drought Monitor data from the following years:
     2000, 2001, 2002, 2003 and 2004.  The most occurance within
     each HU of the most limiting drought condition is reflected with
     this map.  

Nebraska Resource Assessment Range
Base Layer
Component

HU Ranking
4 - 6
7 - 9
10 - 12
13 - 14

Analysis
Weight

28
24
20
16

5 Year Drought Condition
LOW Weight

Range Water Erosion
LOW Weight

6..  NERA 2 used NRCS 1992 NRI data by Major Land Resource
      Areas to compute a Range erosion ranking.

Nebraska Resource Assessment Range
Base Layer
Component

Erosion Rate
6.3 - 12.7
12.8 - 21.3
21.4 - 22.6
22.7 - 24.1

Analysis
Weight

16
20

24

28

Percent Change Grassland

9.  NERA 2 used NASS 2003 data to determine the acres of grassland
     within each HUC.  This was then compared to UN-L Native Vegetation
     map using native prairie categories to determine acres of grassland prior
     to development.

Nebraska Resource Assessment Range
Base Layer
Component

Analysis
Weight

140
120
100
80

HIGH Weight

% HU Change
-21.4 - 0.0
-40.23 - -21.46
-61.07 - -40.24
-82.76 - -61.08

Range Condition Apparent Trend
LOW Weight

3.  NERA 2 used NRCS 1992 NRI data by Major Land Resource Areas to
     compute a Range Trend ranking.

Nebraska Resource Assessment Range
Base Layer
Component

HU Ranking
Range Condition
Apparent Trend

5.4 - 12.5
12.6 - 18.1
18.2 - 20.1
20.2 - 22.0

Analysis
Weight
16
20
24
28

Noxious Weeds
MEDIUM Weight

5.  NERA 2 used 2003 County Level Noxious Weeds total as reported
     by the County Weeds Superintendents.  Purple Loosestrife acres are
     not included.

Nebraska Resource Assessment Range
Base Layer
Component

Analysis
Weight

40
50
60
70

% HU Noxoius Weeds
0.05 - 1.59
1.60 - 4.04
4.05 - 8.63
8.64 - 17.15

Percent Grassland
MEDIUM Weight

5.  Percent HUC Rangeland
     NERA 2 used NASS 2003 satellite data to determine acres of grassland
     and acres of range.

Nebraska Resource Assessment Range
Base Layer
Component

% HU
Analysis
Weight

40
50
60
70

0 - 37.04 %
37.05 - 55.60 %
55.61 - 76.50 %
76.50 - 97.81 %

T & E and At Risk Grassland Dependent Species
MEDIUM Weight

3.  NERA 2 used 2003 Nebraska Game & Parks T & E Species data as
     well as the Natural Legacy Project At Risk Species data to determine
     HU's that contain a significant number of grassland dependent species.

Nebraska Resource Assessment Range
Base Layer
Component

Analysis
Weight

40
50
60
70

Number per HU
0 - 1
2 - 3
4 - 6
7 - 9

Percent Change Rangeland

1.  NERA 2 used NASS 2003 data to determine the acres of rangeland
     within each HUC.  This was compared to Land Use/Land Cover data
     from the mid 1980's to determine the % change in acres per HU.

Nebraska Resource Assessment Range
Base Layer
Component

Analysis
Weight

140
120
100
80

HIGH Weight

% HU Change
-0.47 - -35.82
-35.83 - -64.81
-64.82 - -82.31
-82.32 - -96.04

Woody Cover Increases
HIGH Weight

6.  NERA 2 used NASS 2003 data to determine the acres of forest
     within each HUC.  This data was then compaired to USGS LUDA
     data dated early to mid 1980's, to find the acres of change in forest.
     Any HU with an increase in forest acres was given a score.

Nebraska Resource Assessment Range
Base Layer
Component

Analysis
Weight

100
0

Increase in Forest Ac
No
YesMap Date: June 2005

USDA NRCS Nebraska

Input Layers: Percent Change Rangeland, Percent Change Grassland, 5 Year Drought Condition,
Woody Cover Increases, Percent Grassland, Range Condition Apparent Trend, Noxious Weeds,
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Final HU Ranking
Low Concern

High Concern

Map is not appropriate for
localized interpretation.

This map is to be used for area
to area (hydro unit to hydro

unit) comparisons only.


