
“Signing the CSP contract is a
very historic moment for conser-
vation. CSP is not just a miscella-
neous farm program.  It will be the
cornerstone for all other conserva-
tion programs already in place,
like EQIP, CRP, WHIP, WRP, and
others.

“CSP is what myself and other
NRCS employees have been
working for all their careers:   to
see farmers and ranchers re-
warded for the good work we
knew they were doing.”

Michael D. Marshall
NRCS Assistant State
Conservationist
Salina, Kansas

Barbara Arbuthnot oversees the cattle
operation.  The Arbuthnots’ cattle
calve in the spring and fall.

Below Rod Arbuthnot proudly shows
those attending the CSP signing in
Washington County,  the Abuthnot
Farms  Long-Term Agreement (LTA)
completed in 1989.

Barbara Arbuthnot signs the first
CSP landowner contract in
Washington County as her
husband watches.

Washington County (Kansas) Landowners
Sign First Conservation Security

Program (CSP) Contract
Rod Arbuthnot has been a steward of the land all his life, over 60 years:

first farming with his father and then with his wife, Barbara of 42 years.  Rod
says his father put in some of the first terraces in Washington County.

Rod attended a CSP information meeting in Washington County to see
what the program was all about.  He picked up the self-assessment booklet,
went home, and began to put things together.  Later, he attended the small
group sessions.

Arbuthnot Farms, located in the sandstone hills of northwestern
Washington County, is a cropland, rangeland, and cattle operation.

According to the Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS)
rangeland management specialist working in Washington County, the
Arbuthnots represent the best of the best in their farming and ranching prac-
tices.  The conservation practices used on the rangeland, such as brush and
invasive plant management, rotational grazing, to establish the healthy biotic
communities in the rangeland demonstrate the quality of the conservation
stewardship practiced on this land.

All eligible streams of Arbuthnot Farms are protected by 41 acres of native
grass filter strips enrolled in the Continuous Conservation Reserve Program.

All odd areas are left for wildlife:  deer, turkey, prairie chickens, and others.
A stewardship activity started several years ago when Extension and

Research from Kansas State University, Manhattan, Kansas, experimented with
biological control of musk thistle by placing weevils into the flower head.  Today,
this self-sustaining control keeps musk thistle in check.

Rod switched to minimum tillage in the 80’s and then to no-till in the 90’s.
Reviewing his records since the 60’s shows a substantial decrease in his
fertilizer and pesticide use since going no-till.

Barbara commented about the healthy land around them, “This is our golf
course, our outlet.”

Lower Little Blue River Watershed
Faces in the

Lower Little Blue River Watershed



The Conservation Security Program (CSP) in the

Lower Little Blue River
Watershed

Kansas/Nebraska

Watershed
Statistics

Surface Area:
870,600 Acres

Number of Farms:
1,298

Average Farm Size:
594 Acres

Acres of Cropland:
458,900

Acres of Rangeland:
242,800

Acres of Pastureland:
36,900

Farmers Who Applied and
Were Accepted into CSP:

Total: 144
Tier I: 104
Tier II: 22
Tier III: 18

Farmers Who Applied and
Were Ineligible:  2

Figures Used are Ag Census
and NRCS.

NRCS is an equal opportunity provider and employer.

Watershed Description

September 2004
Salina, Kansas

Agriculture is very important in the Lower Little Blue River
Watershed.  Cropland makes up 85 percent of the land.
Some of the crops produced in the watershed include
wheat, corn, soybeans, and sorghum.  The  majority of
grass is native rangeland.
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