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United States Department of Agriculture 

Natural Resources Conservation Service Phone: 785‐823‐4500 
760 South Broadway FAX: 785‐823‐4540 
Salina, Kansas 67401‐4604 www.ks.nrcs.usda.gov 

January 7, 2013 

KANSAS BULLETIN NO. KS300-13-33 

SUBJECT: LTP–Easement Programs Ownership Changes 

Purpose. To provide guidance on processing ownership changes for Grassland Reserve 
Program (GRP), Wetlands Reserve Program (WRP), and Emergency Watershed Protection 
Program–Floodplain Easement (EWP-FPE) easements. 

Expiration Date. September 30, 2014. 

An accurate knowledge of the landowner(s) of a Natural Resources Conservation Service 
(NRCS) easement is a key to successful monitoring and maintenance.  If ownership interest 
changes, a consistent and efficient process for documenting these changes is needed across all 
easement programs. As such, field and area office staffs will use the following guidance for 
processing changes in easement ownership. 

Upon learning of a land ownership change, whether by the annual verification of ownership or 
other means, the supervisory district conservationist (SDC)/district conservationist (DC) will notify 
the assistant state conservationist for water resources (ASTC-WR) of the ownership change.  
The notification will be submitted by a memo addressed to the ASTC-WR through normal 
channels. This memo should include:  (1) NRCS Easement Staging Tool (NEST) agreement 
number, (2) previous landowner(s) name, (3) new landowner(s) name, address(es) and phone 
numbers, and (4) a copy of the current land ownership deed verifying the ownership change. 

If the original easement area is split or divided in ownership in any way, the memo should also 
include an ArcView/ArcGIS map documenting the land ownership boundary for each landowner 
and the acres of ownership.  The map should also show the Public Land Survey System layer 
with section(s) identified.  The title on the map should be “Landownership Boundary Map” and 
identify section, township, and range where the easement is located.  As GRP easements may 
not be subdivided without prior written approval from the State Conservationist, this only applies 
to WRP or EWP-FPE easements. 

Contact: Jeffrey L. Gross, Assistant State Conservationist, at 785-823-4550, 
jeff.gross@ks.usda.gov, Lynn E. Thurlow, Soil Conservationist, at 785-823-4548, 
lynn.thurlow@ks.usda.gov, or Steven M. Ramsey, Economist, at 785-823-4517, 
steve.ramsey@ks.usda.gov. 

(signed) 

ERIC B. BANKS 
State Conservationist 
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