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Farm Bill Provisions 
 

§ Purpose of program includes “…assisting 
producers to make beneficial, cost-effective 
changes to production system (including 
conservation practices related to organic 
production)…” 
 
§ Payments are authorized for conservation 

practices, related to organic production and the 
transition to organic production 



United States Department of Agriculture 
Natural Resources Conservation Service 

Farm Bill Provisions 
 

§ Eligibility requirements include: 
§ Develop and carry out an Organic System Plan (OSP) 
§ Develop and implement conservation practices 

consistent with an OSP  
§ Payment limitations 
§ Payments for conservation practices related to organic 

production, directly or indirectly, may not exceed in 
aggregate $20,000 per fiscal year or $80,000 during 
any six-year period 
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Farm Bill Provisions 
§ Payments may not be made to cover the costs 

associated with organic certification or for practices 
that are eligible for financial assistance payment 
under the National Organic Program (NOP) 
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Interim Final Rule Provisions 
 

 

§ Conservation plan is basis of application 
 

§ Practices must meet the Natural Resources 
Conservation Service’s (NRCS’s) standards 
and specifications 
 

§ Farm Bill provisions 
 



United States Department of Agriculture 
Natural Resources Conservation Service 

Interim Final Rule Provisions 
 

§ Must meet all eligibility requirements 
(conservation compliance, adjusted gross 
income, control of land, etc.) 
 

§ Tied to same contract requirements as other 
EQIP applications (must start a practice in the 
first 12 months, operations and maintenance 
[O&M], etc.) 
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Kansas Overview 
 

§ A national organic initiative separate from our 
regular EQIP signup has occurred during 
Fiscal Year s (FYs) 2009 , 2010, and 2011. 
 
§ Allocation for the organic initiative for FY 

2009 was $1.47 million  and $1.42 million for 
FY 2010 and FY 2011. 
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Kansas Overview 
 

§ Kansas organic fact sheet available at 
ftp://ftp-
fc.sc.egov.usda.gov/KS/Outgoing/Web_Files/
Programs/eqip/2009/fs_organic.pdf. 
 
§ All acres in the application must be organic or 

transitioning to organic 
 

ftp://ftp-fc.sc.egov.usda.gov/KS/Outgoing/Web_Files/Programs/eqip/2009/fs_organic.pdf�
ftp://ftp-fc.sc.egov.usda.gov/KS/Outgoing/Web_Files/Programs/eqip/2009/fs_organic.pdf�
ftp://ftp-fc.sc.egov.usda.gov/KS/Outgoing/Web_Files/Programs/eqip/2009/fs_organic.pdf�
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Kansas Overview 
 

§ At this time, there are specific organic 
scenarios for conservation practices: 
§ 328, Conservation Crop Rotation 
§ 340, Cover Crop 
§ 441, Irrigation System, Microirrigation 
§ 511, Forage Harvest Management 
§ 528, Prescribed Grazing 
§ 590, Nutrient Management 
§ 595, Pest Management 
§ 798, Seasonal High Tunnel Systems for Crops 



United States Department of Agriculture 
Natural Resources Conservation Service 

ELIGIBILITY 
• Participants applying as “Organic – Transition” 
will be required to: 
 

•Submit a self certification letter to the district 
conservationist stating that they agree to develop and 
implement conservation practices for certified organic 
production consistent with an OSP. 

 

•Submit the name of the U.S. Department of 
Agricultural (USDA) accredited certifying official they 
have contacted for certification 
 

•BOTH must be received PRIOR to obligation of the 
contract 
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ELIGIBILITY 
• Participants applying as “Organic – Certified” 
will be required to: 
 

•Submit a copy of their OSP 
 

•Submit the name of the USDA accredited certifying 
official 
 

•BOTH must be received PRIOR to obligation of the 
contract 
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ELIGIBILITY 
• Participants applying as “Organic – Certified” or 
“Organic-Transition” that sell less than $5,000 in 
agricultural products and are exempt from the 
certification  (organic exempt) will be required to 
provide the same information 

•Must provide documentation that they sell less than 
$5,000 in organic products. 

 

•i.e., if they do not have an OSP, they will need to 
work toward preparing one 
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ELIGIBILITY 
•Must be an agricultural operation that has produced 
or sold at least $1,000 in agricultural products 

 
 

•Must own or have control of the land for the 
contract period 
 

•Must be in compliance with Highly Erodible Land 
(HEL) and Wetland Conservation (WC) provisions, 
as well as payment limitation and adjusted gross 
income (AGI) requirements  
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"The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination 
in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national 
origin, age, disability, and where applicable, sex, marital status, 
familial status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, genetic 
information, political beliefs, reprisal, or because all or a part of an 
individual's income is derived from any public assistance program. 
(Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with 
disabilities who require alternative means for communication of 
program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should 
contact USDA's TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD). 
To file a complaint of discrimination write to USDA, Director, Office of 
Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W., Washington, D.C. 
20250-9410 or call (800) 795-3272 (voice) or (202) 720-6382 (TDD). 
USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer."  

 

Equal Opportunity 
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