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Stewardship has its rewards:  McClelland Farm 
among Kansas’s First CSP Contract Holders

 

Chris and Debra McClelland signed Kansas’ first Tier III Conservation 
Security Program contract for 2005 during a ceremony at their Jefferson 
County farm in July. The McClellands, who farm about 650 acres of com, 
soybeans and wheat, also have 90 cow-calf pairs.  

The Kansas Natural Resources Conservation Service office chose the 
McClellands’ farm for the signing ceremony due to their outstanding 
conservation practices on cropland and rangeland. They farm in the Delaware 
River Valley; Watershed, one of nine CSP-eligible watersheds in Kansas. 

“In many respects, this is a family celebration for the McClellands,” says 
Merlin Bartz, who was on hand for the signing, is central region assistant to the 
NRCS Chief Bruce Knight . “Debra and Chris are leading the way in Kansas. 
Through their efforts, the next generation is promised clean air, clean water, 
and abundant fish and wildlife.” 

With assistance from the NRCS Oskaloosa Field Office and the Jefferson 
County Conservation District, Chris has built terraces and grass waterways on 
all his cropland, installing underground drainage basins where necessary. He 
also has installed sediment basins as needed and increased the farm’s ability 
to support upland game. The cow herd utilizes a rotational grazing system, 
with about one-third of the herd grazing 25- to 30-acre cells for two weeks at a 
time. 

 
Return to the farm  
Chris grew up near McLouth and established a contracting business, which he 
sold in 1993, the same year he began farming. He still maintained an interest 
in the off-farm business, but by 1998 he began farming fulltime.  

Conservation practices were necessary to prevent gullies and preserve 
topsoil. “For me, [conservation practices] preserve the idea of conserving land 
forever. I want ground to be there for my kids and their kids after I’m gone,” he 
says.  

Annual maintenance is necessary, Chris says. Terrace inlets into 
waterways are “cleaned” of silted soil and crop stubble annually, and 
waterways are either hayed or mowed each year. Chris also fertilizes the 
waterways to maximize grass production.  

Much of the cropland features a perimeter fence in order for the couple to 
graze crop stubble in the fall.  
 
The cow herd  

The McClellands graze three groups of cattle. Two groups are spring-
calving cows; the third is a fall-calving group. All groups use the rotational 
grazing method by which 30 or so pairs graze in a 25- to 30-acre pasture for a 
few weeks - until the grass is trimmed to about 4-inches high before rotating to 
an adjacent pasture of similar size.  

The couple’s pastures all have perimeter fencing, and while most 
paddocks are divided by electric fence, they build some permanent fence each 
year.  

Grazing season begins about April 15 and concludes October 15, 
depending upon the weather.  

Pastures also are terraced in case the McClellands decide to convert 
grassland to cropland one day. “My father always talked about having all the 
ground terraced to make it as versatile as possible,” Chris says. 

Story reprinted with permission from Kansas Farmer magazine. 
 

 

 

Debra and Chris 
McClelland with kids 
Kenny and Ashley were 
selected to be the first to 
sign a 2005 Conservation 
Security Program 
contract. 

At McClelland’s scenic 
Jefferson County farm, 
conservation practices 
are visible--a terraced 
crop field and a 
drainage pond which is 
shared by water fowl, 
fish, and other wildlife. 
 



Kansas CSP 
Quick Facts  
For 2005: 
 
 
Watersheds:  

9 
 
Watershed Acreage:  

6.2 million acres 
 
Estimated Number of 
Farms & Ranches: 
 7,574  
 
Cropland: 

2.4 million Acres 
 
Grazing Land:  

3.5 million acres 
 
CSP Participation: 
Sought info on CSP:    643 
Attended workshops:   496 
Contracts approved: 705 
Applications received: 875 
 
  
 
Typical Enhancements: 
 
• Riparian buffers 
• Annual nutrient testing 
• Conservation tillage 
• Wildlife habitat 
 

 
                                                        
 
 
                                                               
                                                             

Kansas 2005 CSP Highlights 

USDA is an equal opportunity 
provider and employer.  

CSP 2005:  
KANSAS McClelland/page2 

Watershed 

FY-05     
Total CSP 

Applications 
Received 

FY-05   
Total CSP 
Contracts 
Approved 

FY-05 
Dollars 

Obligated 

Delaware 94 73 $666,836

Lower Little Blue River 62 57 $298,092

Lower Big Blue River 220 186 $1,821,454

North Fork Ninnescah 62 50 $878,885

Upper Walnut 118 69 $505,156

Middle Arkansas- Lake 
McKinney 229 191 $2,927,922

Upper South Fork 
Solomon 89 79 $620,446

Lower Salt Fork of the 
Arkansas 0 0 $0

Arikaree 1 0 $0

TOTAL Contracts 875 705  

TOTAL 05 Payments  
 $7,718,791 

 



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (None)
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /Description <<
    /FRA <>
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308000200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e30593002537052376642306e753b8cea3092670059279650306b4fdd306430533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e30593002>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [1224.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


