
440 – Conservation Programs Manual 
 

Part 515 - Environmental Quality Incentives Program 
Subpart B – Responsibilities 

 
 

KS515.10  Natural Resources Conservation Service Responsibilities 
 
F.  State Offices 
 

The state conservationist will provide leadership for Environmental Quality 
Incentives Program activities in the state for the following responsibilities. 

 
(xxiii) Assistant state conservationists for field operations are designated  
to grant waivers to the requirement to commence a financially-assisted 
practice in the first 12 months. 
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440 – Conservation Programs Manual 
 

Part 515 - Environmental Quality Incentives Program 
Subpart D – Information and Outreach 

 
 

KS515.30  General 
 
Explanations of Information and Outreach 
 

District conservationists (DCs) will ensure that a program announcement is made 
in a timely manner to the local media sources.  Documentation of the 
announcement will be maintained in the field office’s administrative file (260-19). 

 
In the event local media sources do not carry parogram announcement 
information, the DC will purchase an advertisement to announce the program. 
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440 – Conservation Programs Manual 
 

Part 515 - Environmental Quality Incentives Program 
Subpart F – Program Eligibility 

 
 

KS515.52  Eligibility of Land 
 
B.  Eligible Land 

 
The following will be considered ineligible land for Environmental Quality 
Incentives Program (EQIP) in Kansas. 

• Applications having an EQIP priority natural resource concern whose 
planned treatment does not meet quality criteria. 

• Applications containing EQIP priority natural resource concerns but 
containing ineligible practices. 

• Applications having EQIP priority natural resource concerns but do not 
meet application evaluation criteria. 

• Applications having a resource concern other than an EQIP priority 
resource concern. 

 
Refer to Exhibit KS515.140 Sample Letter. 

 
All land in an EQIP application will have an EQIP priority resource concern with a 
planned treatment level that will meet or exceed Natural Resources Conservation 
Service (NRCS) electronic Field Office Technical Guide (eFOTG) quality criteria. 

 
Note:  Irrigation History: 

 
Land that has been irrigated two out of the last five years is determined by actual 
acre.  (Example:  A producer has 320 acres.  He has irrigated 40 acres each year 
for five years, rotating it around the field.  No one acre has been irrigated twice in 
the last five years.  This land is ineligible.) 

 
The Kansas Division of Water Resources’ (DWR) reports will be used to 
determine irrigated acres.  Producers are required to submit water use reports to 
the DWR by March of the year following the irrigation year.  District 
conservationists (DCs) will use the previous five years of water use reports that 
are available at the time of application to verify irrigated acreage.  If the Farm 
Service Agency (FSA) irrigated records are available, the DC will use these 
records to verify the DWR records.  If there are any discrepancies, the DC will 
use his/her best professional judgment to determine actual acres and will 
document their decision in the case file. 

 
To allow producers to convert to more efficient systems, non-irrigated land 
converted to irrigation will be no more than five percent of the current irrigated 
acres by field. 
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Part 515 - Environmental Quality Incentives Program 
Subpart H – Contract Application Acceptance and Evaluation 

 
 

KS515.70  Applications 
 
Continuous Application Acceptance 
 

District conservationists (DCs) will ensure that program announcement is made 
in a timely manner in the local media sources. 

 
In the event local media sources do not carry program announcement 
information, the DC will purchase an advertisement to announce the program. 
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440 – Conservation Programs Manual 
 

Part 515 - Environmental Quality Incentives Program 
Subpart I – EQIP Plan of Operations 

 
 

KS515.80  General Information 
 
A.  Introduction 
 

(1)  The Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP) Plan of Operations 
(Form NRCS-CPA-1155 or Form NRCS-CPA-1156) will be signed by the district 
conservationist ensuring technical adequacy. 

 
(2)  The following statement will be placed in all EQIP Plan of Operations funded 
through Ground and Surface Water Conservation (GSWC) funds: 

 
“EQIP GSWC financial assistance will facilitate a net water savings in the GSWC 
resources in the agricultural operation of the producer.  In Kansas, this is defined 
as an amount that is less than the average yearly water use (the five previous 
years to the contract, as documented in the application).  The agricultural 
operation for this determination is defined as:  (1) the well(s) designated in the 
unit of concern and the land unit(s) attached to those water right(s) and/or (2) for 
ditch irrigation, the fields currently irrigated with the irrigation district allocation or 
share.” 

 
C.  Compliance with Laws and Regulations 

 
(2)  If applicable, the Comprehensive Nutrient Management Plan requirement 
and implementation schedule will be noted in the cost-share practice narrative. 
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440 – Conservation Programs Manual 
 

Part 515 - Environmental Quality Incentives Program 
Subpart I – EQIP Plan of Operations 

 
 

KS515.81  Eligible Conservation Practices 
 
A.  Conservation Practices 
 

(1)  Eligible conservation practices are those that are planned to address a 
designated Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP) resource concern, 
which has not been treated to quality criteria, that exists in the benchmark 
condition.  Appropriate documentation of the resource concern will be included in 
the case file. 

 
(2)  For conservation practices funded with EQIP Ground and Surface Water 
Conservation (GSWC) funds, the state conservationist has determined: 

 
• A net water savings is an amount that is less than the average yearly 

water use.  The average yearly water use will be figured using the five 
previous years to the contract.  Refer to Exhibit KS515.141 Net Water 
Savings. 

 
• To determine net water savings to the agricultural operation, the 

agricultural operation is defined as:  (1) the well(s) designated in the unit 
of concern and the land unit(s) attached to that water right(s), and/or (2) 
for ditch irrigation, the fields currently irrigated with the irrigation district 
allocation or share. 

 
• Producer reports to the Kansas Division of Water Resources or water 

districts will be used to determine the benchmark condition of net water 
savings for surface irrigation.  The base allotment will be used as the 
benchmark for surface water.   
 

Note:  Producers will furnish reports from the previous five years, to 
determine the average benchmark condition, and each year during the  
contract to ensure net water savings.  Reports from the previous five years  
will be produced prior to contract obligation.  Reports each year of the  
contract will be received prior to cost-share or incentive payment being  
made. 

 
If the land continues to be irrigated: 
• Participant must currently have or install a functioning state-approved water 

measuring device to state installation specifications (Kansas Administrative 
Regulations [K.A.R.] 5-1-6) before cost-share dollars are received.  

(440-V-CPM, Amend. KS38, Sept. 2007) 
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440 – Conservation Programs Manual 
 

Part 515 - Environmental Quality Incentives Program 
Subpart I – EQIP Plan of Operations 

 
 

KS515.81  Eligible Conservation Practices 
 
A.  Conservation Practices (Continued) 
 

• An evapotranspiration (ET) based scheduling system will be used in all 
contracts where land continues to be irrigated. 

 
o Producer will not exceed the calculated ET by ten percent the first 

year of the contract and will not exceed the calculated ET by five 
percent the remaining years of the contract.  Refer to Exhibit 
KS515.141. 

 
 In complying with these EQIP provisions in years where 

drought conditions are continuing from the previous year, if 
the starting average available water-holding capacity (AWC) 
for the total planned root zone is less than 75 percent field 
capacity at the beginning of the season, then an adjustment 
may be made to the crop ET to account for the additional 
water applied (equivalent to prewatering to bring the soil 
moisture to field capacity): 

 
When the end of season AWC is 75 percent or less, then the 
difference between the end of season deficit AWC and 
beginning AWC can be included in the crop ET, not to 
exceed that needed to raise the total to 75 percent.  An end 
of season AWC greater than or equal to 75 percent should 
not be credited with more moisture.  
 
Well capacity or base allotment must be able to meet the 
seasonal Net Irrigation Requirement (NIR), with 50 percent 
chance for rainfall, for the crop grown. 
 

• Producer will stay within the certified rate and amount of the existing  
    water right at the time the EQIP contract is signed. 

 
      If the land will be converted to non-irrigated: 

• Land will be converted to non-irrigated starting with the first full cropping 
season of the contract.  Irrigation will cease starting with the first planting 
(crop or grass) after the contract is approved. 

 
 

(440-V-CPM, Amend. KS38, Sept. 2007) 
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440 – Conservation Programs Manual 
 

Part 515 - Environmental Quality Incentives Program 
Subpart I – EQIP Plan of Operations 

 
 

KS515.81  Eligible Conservation Practices 
 

B. Ineligible Practices 
 

Ineligible conservation practices are those: 
 

(ii) Conservation practices are considered adopted for the resource  
concern when ANY of the following are true: 

 
For structural and vegetative conservation practices: 

 Conservation practice is within practice lifespan and was 
previously established on the land unit of concern in 
accordance with current Kansas Natural Resources 
Conservation Service (NRCS) electronic Field Office 
Technical Guide (eFOTG) standard and specifications, to 
treat the resource concern, or 

 Conservation practice is addressing, to the extent expected 
or desired, the resource concern for which it was intended. 

 
For recurring management conservation practices: 

 Conservation practice was previously implemented to the 
extent needed and in accordance with Kansas NRCS 
eFOTG standard and specifications. 

 Participant who is or will operate the land has demonstrated 
sufficient technical knowledge to implement the conservation 
practice to treat the resource concern in accordance with 
Kansas standard and specifications based on previous 
experience and/or training, and has established the practice 
at other locations. 

 
Appropriate documentation of practice ineligibility will be included in the 
case file. 

  
(vi)  Note:  EQIP cannot be used to bring producers into compliance 
with highly erodible land and wetland compliance provisions. 
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440 – Conservation Programs Manual 
 

Part 515 - Environmental Quality Incentives Program 
Subpart J – Conservation Practice and Technical Assistance Payments 

 
 

KS515.91  Establishing Cost Share and Incentive Payments 
 
D.  Incentive Payment Levels 
 

Incentive payments are limited to $50,000 per contract and beginning in Fiscal  
Year 2008, $50,000 per participant. 

 
EXCEPTION:  This limitation does not apply to those incentive  
payments specifically for conversion to non-irrigated land with Ground  
and Surface Water Conservation or the water quantity ranking category funds. 

 
E.  Technical Assistance (TA) 
 

Producers will be given the option of Technical Service Providers’ (TSP) 
assistance.  Documentation in the case file will designate how the option  
for TSP assistance was presented to the producer and the producer’s  
decision. 

 
H.  Ineligible Costs 
 

(2)  In Kansas, ineligible costs for computing payments earned include: 
 

(viii)  Engines and motors 
 
  (ix)  Pumps and pumping equipment, EXCEPT for those specifically stated    
  in the eligible practice list for that fiscal year 
  
 (x)  Electric power hook-ups 
 
 (xii)  Boundary fences 

 
(xix) End guns and similar appurtenances 
 
Note:  Flex ends or corner systems are NOT considered similar appurtenances  
to end guns. 

 
• Towable center pivots  
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440 – Conservation Programs Manual 
 

Part 515 - Environmental Quality Incentives Program 
Subpart K – Contracts, Payments, and General Administrative Requirements 

 
 

KS515.101  Contract Requirements 
 
A.  Contract Provisions and Requirements 
 

Item 
 
Plan of Operations 
 
 
 
 
Management Practice 
Requirements 
 
 
 
 
 
Comprehensive Nutrient 
Management  
Plan (CNMP) Requirements 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Practice Implementation 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Provisions and/or Requirements 
 
The Environmental Quality Incentives 
Program (EQIP) Plan of Operations will 
be signed by the district conservationist 
ensuring technical adequacy. 
 
All practices needed for operation and 
management of the cost-share practice 
will be entered in the conservation plan 
in Customer Service Toolkit and referred 
to in the cost-shared practice narrative in 
the contract. 

 
The CNMP requirement and 
implementation schedule will be noted in 
the cost-share practice narrative. 

 
The CNMP will be developed prior to 
practice certification of the livestock 
waste facility or associated practices. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In Kansas, the state conservationist 
(STC) has delegated to the assistant  
state conservationists for field operations 
(ASTCs-FO) the authority to grant 
waivers for the requirement to start at 
least one financially-assisted practice 
within the first 12 months following 
contract approval. 
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440 – Conservation Programs Manual 
 

Part 515 - Environmental Quality Incentives Program 
Subpart K – Contracts, Payments, and General Administrative Requirements 

 
 

KS515.101  Contract Requirements  
 

B.  Signature Requirements 
 

Individual  
and/or Entity 
 
Participant(s) receiving  
cost-share or incentive 
payments 
 
 
 
 
State conservationist or 
designee 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Signature Requirements 
 
An EQIP contract must be signed by the 
operator of the land, if the operator will 
apply management practices that earn 
incentive payments. 
 
 
 
The STC designates that the contracting 
officer for all EQIP contracts will be the 
(ASTCs-FO).  Contracts greater than 
$150,000 will require regional assistant 
chief concurrence.  In the event that an 
ASTC-FO cannot act as contracting 
officer, the STC will designate another 
individual. 
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440 – Conservation Programs Manual 
 

Part 515 - Environmental Quality Incentives Program 
Subpart K – Contracts, Payments, and General Administrative Requirements 

 
 

KS515.101  Contract Requirements 
 
E.  Joint Agreements 

 
Eligible participants for joint agreements will have distinct interests.  Joint 
agreements will only be acceptable on those operations where the participants 
are completely separate entities.  The joint agreement will be signed by all 
parties prior to contract approval. 
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440 – Conservation Programs Manual 
 

Part 515 - Environmental Quality Incentives Program 
Subpart K – Contracts, Payments, and General Administrative Requirements 

 
 

KS515.102  Contract Modifications 
 
B.  Processing Modifications  
 

(1) Modifications can be required for a variety of reasons. 
 

(i)  In situations where land under contract is not able to be used for Waste  
  Utilization (Natural Resources Conservation Service practice code 633)  

and additional land is needed to apply the Comprehensive Nutrient  
Management Plan (CNMP) for the livestock waste facility, the following  
applies: 

 
• Additional farms or tracts may be added to the contract. 
• Acres originally under contract will not be removed from the contract. 
• Additional dollars will not be allocated for this purpose. 

 
C.  Cost Over Runs 
 

The assistant state conservationists for field operations (ASTCs-FO) are 
designated to approve modifications for cost overruns. 

 
E.  Modifications for Extending a Contract  
 

The ASTCs-FO is designated to approve modifications for extending a contract. 
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440 – Conservation Programs Manual 
 

Part 515 - Environmental Quality Incentives Program 
Subpart K – Contracts, Payments, and General Administrative Requirements 

 
 

KS515.107  Payment Procedures 
 

G. Payment Procedures 
 

NRCS Field Office will: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

It is the responsibility of each district conservationist 
(DC) to ensure that all payments have been made 
correctly for programs which the Natural Resources 
Conservation Service (NRCS) is administratively 
responsible for and that the documentation needed is 
provided to the second-level reviewer.  The following 
procedures are to be followed when completing 
Program Contracts System (ProTracts) payments:  

• Components, cost-share rates, and cost-
share type must match the official cost list for 
which the contract was approved and the 
current signed contract.  All Environmental 
Quality Incentives Program (EQIP) cost lists 
are available at 
http://www.ks.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/eqip/eq
ip.html.  (If a payment is received that does 
not match the official cost list, the 
payment will be rejected by the second 
level reviewer.) 

• For EQIP, contracts prior to Fiscal Year (FY) 
2004 and FY 2004 contracts that were not 
merged prior to migration (note the “EQIP 
Conversion Cost List”); the official cost lists 
will not be available in ProTracts.  The Kansas 
Practice Installation Cost Calculator will be 
used for documentation.  The calculator is 
available at 
www.ks.nrcs.usda.gov/technical/protracts.html
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440 – Conservation Programs Manual 
 

Part 515 - Environmental Quality Incentives Program 
Subpart K – Contracts, Payments, and General Administrative Requirements 

 
 

KS515.107  Payment Procedures 
 

G.  Payment Procedures (Continued) 
 

NRCS Field 
Office will: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• DCs should ensure that participants are eligible 
for payment.  Participants are required to be in 
compliance with Highly Erodible Land/Wetland 
Conservation (HEL/WC) requirements and 
payment limitations.  DCs can verify participants 
HEL/WC eligibility at the Farm Service Agency 
Subsidiary Web site at 
https://indianocean.sc.egov.usda.gov/Subsidiary/
Subsidiary.do.  Payment limitations can be 
verified through Fund Manager.  If discrepancies 
are found, contact your area resource staff.  

• DCs will ensure that payment splits entered in 
ProTracts “payment instructions” match the 
current contract document.  See Conservation 
Programs Manual (CPM), Section 512.60(F)(iii). 

• The following documentation will be faxed or 
overnight mailed to the state office for the second 
level review:  
o    Form SF-1199a – The Standard Form (SF)-

1199a must be reviewed and initialed by the 
producer if it was completed prior to January 
1, 2004.  Payment will be held until a correct 
SF-1199a is received.  This is to ensure that 
all information is current.  (The SF-1199a is 
only needed the first time a payment is made, 
UNLESS changes occur.)  
 If a SF-1199a is found to be incorrect (i.e., 

a payment is returned from the National 
Finance Center), a NEW SF-1199a will be 
required.  
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440 – Conservation Programs Manual 
 

Part 515 - Environmental Quality Incentives Program 
Subpart K – Contracts, Payments, and General Administrative Requirements 

 
 

KS515.107  Payment Procedures 
 

G. Payment Procedures (Continued) 
 

NRCS Field 
Office will: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Procedure for requesting a waiver for an 
electronic funds transfer (EFT) payment 
can be found in CPM, Section 512.60 (A).  
Form NRCS-FNM-60 will be used to 
request an EFT waiver. 

o Current Contract Document Signature Page 
(Form CCC-1200, Form NRCS-CPA-1202, or 
Form NRCS-CPA-152) – Any pen and ink 
changes that were made to the contract 
document, Form CCC-1200, prior to ProTracts 
migration must be initialed and dated by the 
participant.  ProTracts is the official contracting 
system.  Therefore, all participants in ProTracts 
must be on the contract document and vice versa.  
(The contract document signature page is only 
needed the first time a payment is made for the 
contract, UNLESS changes occur.) 

 DCs will be aware of the required 
signatures needed on a contract. (Refer to 
CPM, EQIP, Section 515.101(B), for 
required EQIP signatures.  There are 
situations where zero percent participants 
are required to sign [e.g., if management 
practices will be applied, the operator of 
the land must sign or landowner must sign 
if structural practices will be installed and 
the operator does not have evidence that 
they have control of the land for the 
contract period].) 

 For contracts prior to FY 2005, if a 
participant is listed on Form CCC-1200 
and they are not party to the contract, the 
DC will ensure that they are not present in 
ProTracts and include an explanation to 
the second-level reviewer that they are not 
a party to the contract (e.g., write on  
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440 – Conservation Programs Manual 
 

Part 515 - Environmental Quality Incentives Program 
Subpart K – Contracts, Payments, and General Administrative Requirements 

 
 

KS515.107  Payment Procedures 
 

G. Payment Procedures (Continued) 
 

NRCS Field 
Office will: 
 

Form CCC-1200 that “per CPM, EQIP, 
515.101(B), this person is not party to the 
contract,” initial, and date OR e-mail the 
second-level reviewer an explanation.).  A 
new, signed Form CCC-1200 is not 
necessary.  

 For contracts prior to FY 2005, if the 
participant listed on the Form CCC-1200 is 
party to the contract and they are not listed 
in ProTracts, the DC will ensure that a 
contract modification is completed in 
ProTracts and the participant is entered.  
As the participant has already signed the 
Form CCC-1200, as new signature is not 
necessary. 

o Form NRCS-CPA-1245 (formerly                 
Form CCC-1245) – Only one participant’s 
signature is required.  That signature will be that 
of the person receiving payment OR the decision-
maker of the contract. 

o EQIP Cost Calculator – Required for contracts 
prior to FY 2004 and FY 2004 contracts that were 
not merged prior to migration (note the “EQIP 
Conversion Cost List”).  The Kansas Practice 
Installation Cost Calculator Task Guide is 
available at:  ftp://ftp-
fc.sc.egov.usda.gov/KS/Outgoing/  
Web_Files/TechnicalResources/protracts  
/cost_calculator.xls.  It is also recommended that 
this calculation be used for Actual Not-To-Exceed 
Average (AA) or Actual Not-to-Exceed a Maximum 
(AM) cost-share items. 

 
 

(440-V-CPM, Amend. KS38, Sept. 2007) 
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Part 515 - Environmental Quality Incentives Program 
Subpart K – Contracts, Payments, and General Administrative Requirements 

 
 

KS515.107  Payment Procedures 
 

G. Payment Procedures (Continued) 
 

NRCS Field 
Office will: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

o Form NRCS-CPA-1236 (formerly 
Form CCC-36) – Needed if an assignment of 
payment has been requested.  To assign 
payment in ProTracts, instructions are available 
at:  http://www.ks.nrcs.usda.gov/technical/  
protracts.html.  See Task Guide No. – Contract 
Payments.  Only the contract participant can 
request that their payment share be assigned.  
(The Form NRCS-CPA-1236 is only needed the 
first time a payment is made for the contract, 
UNLESS changes occur.) 

o Bills or Invoices – Only needed for contract with 
AA or AM cost-share rates. 

o Authorized Signature Documentation – The 
NRCS must have documents showing the 
authorized business representative for entities or 
joint operations (i.e., copy of corporate charter, 
bylaws, court orders of appointment, trust 
agreements, last will and testament, or articles of 
partnership, etc.).  If the contract is signed by a 
Power of Attorney, Form FSA-211 (for contracts 
obligated prior to October 1, 2005) or notarized 
Form NRCS-CPA-09 will need to be provided.  
Form NRCS-CPA-09 is available at:  
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/  
programs/eqip/conservationprogramcontract. tml.  
If this information was provided in another 
contract, reference that contract for the second-
level reviewer.  (This is only needed the first time 
a payment is made for the contract. UNLESS 
changes occur.) 

 
 

(440-V-CPM, Amend. KS38, Sept. 2007) 
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Part 515 - Environmental Quality Incentives Program 
Subpart K – Contracts, Payments, and General Administrative Requirements 

 
 

KS515.107  Payment Procedures 
 
 G.  Payment Procedures (Continued) 
 

NRCS Field 
Office will 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

o FAX transmittal or cover sheet – This is to be 
utilized with all payments submitted.  The 
transmittal sheet is available at:  
http://www.ks.nrcs.usda.gov/technical/  
protracts.html.  Choose “Payment FAX transmittal 
example.  It should be noted on the cover sheet if 
there is more than one payment attached or if 
there is more than one person receiving a 
payment. 

 
If a payment is rejected, it should return to ProTracts in “Undo 
Approval” status within 48 hours.  If it does not, the DC should 
contact their assistant state conservationist for field operations 
with the contract number.  Once it has reached “Undo Approval” 
status, the DC will need to “Undo Approval” and “Undo Payment 
Instructions.”  The DC will then need to redo “Payment 
Instructions” and “Approve Payment,” after the appropriate 
corrections have been made.  
 
Fund Manager is available to track the status of payments 
submitted to the Foundation Financial Information 
Management System (FFIS).  
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Part 515 - Environmental Quality Incentives Program 
Subpart N – Exhibits 

 
 

KS515.140  Sample Letter 
 
FORMAT FOR WAIVER REQUEST TO START A PRACTICE PRIOR TO CONTRACT APPROVAL 
 
Participant requesting waiver: 
County: 
Application ID No.:  (required) 
Practices and specific location (tract, legal, and field number) requesting to  
  be started prior to contract approval: 
 
 
Meritorious reason per Conservation Programs Manual, Environmental Quality 
Incentives Program (EQIP), Section 515.81(d) (Please describe): 
 
Starting the practice prior to receiving written notice of contract approval is at the 
applicant’s own risk.  The granting of this waiver only allows the applicant to start 
a practice prior to contract approval.  The waiver in no way implies contract 
approval.  The applicant will be ineligible to receive payment for the practice if the 
contract is not approved, the practice does not meet the Natural Resources 
Conservation Service standards and specifications, the requested practice is not 
included in the approved conservation plan, or if the practice was started prior to 
waiver approval. 
 
This waiver will expire September 30, 20XX. 
 
This district conservationist will provide a copy to the participant when it has been 
approved by the state conservationist. 
 
Signed by:        ________________________________________________________ 

   Participant        Date 
 
 
Concurred by:  ________________________________________________________ 

   District Conservationist      Date 
 
 
Concurred by:  ________________________________________________________ 

     Assistant State Conservationist for Field Operations  Date 
 
 
Approved by:  _________________________________________________________ 

  State Conservationist      Date

(440-V-CPM, Amend. KS38, Sept. 2007) 
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440 – Conservation Programs Manual 
 

Part 515 - Environmental Quality Incentives Program 
Subpart N – Exhibits 

 
 

KS515.141  Net Water Savings 
 
Producers who have Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP) water quantity 
resource concern contracts are required to use an evapotranspiration (ET) based 
scheduling system and achieve a “net water savings” in their operation.  The producer is 
also required by contract, not to exceed the calculated ET by ten percent the first year 
of the contract and not to exceed five percent the remaining years of the contract.   The 
following is Kansas Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) policy for 
documenting these requirements. 
 
COMPUTATION OF ET REQUIREMENTS: 
 
Kansas NRCS policy for determining the maximum allowable net irrigation water use 
shall be as follows: 
 
The ET for the crop(s) grown shall be calculated using a Kansas NRCS approved ET 
based program.  The crop ET will be computed on a daily basis during the growing 
season.  A reference ET (grass or alfalfa based) with crop coefficient, shall be used to 
compute the crop ET.  Reference ET values should be available for the county.  The 
NRCS area engineering staff or the local Kansas State University county extension 
agent can be contacted for assistance, if needed. 
 
The growing season shall begin at emergence and stop at the end of the growing 
season for the crop. The crop ET computed for this period will be used to calculate the 
maximum water applied.  The value shall be computed for each year of the contract.  
This value for the first year of the EQIP contract will be increased by ten percent to 
obtain the maximum water that can be applied.  For each of the subsequent years, the 
actual crop ET value for the given year shall be increased by five percent to obtain the 
maximum water that can be applied for that year.  If multiple crops are grown within a 
calendar year, then the total ET shall be the sum of the ETs for all of the crops. 
 
The water inputs (inch depth on per acre basis) shall consist of: 
 

• pre-irrigation and post-irrigation water applied in the calendar year 
• effective precipitation 
• net irrigation 

 
Pre-irrigation consists of the water applied prior to the beginning of the water budget 
and post-irrigation water would be the water applied after the end of the crop growth 
that is used to provide moisture for the subsequent year’s crop. 
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KS515.141  Net Water Savings (continued) 
 
Effective precipitation consists of the water that is available to the plant roots.  The first 
two-tenths (0.2) of an inch of rainfall should not be considered in calculating the 
effective precipitation.  Additionally, any rainwater that exceeds the moisture deficit in 
the root zone is also excluded from effective rainfall.  Some of the ET computer 
programs delete the first 0.2 inch and/or rainfall in excess of the moisture deficit when 
computing effective precipitation.  A rain gage is required for each 160-acres, since 
rainfall varies considerably within a one-mile distance.   
 
Net irrigation is the gross irrigation adjusted for the irrigation system used.  For EQIP, 
the efficiency was stipulated.  Subsurface Drip Irrigation is set at 98 percent of gross 
and center pivots are set at 75 to 95 percent. 
 
Example #1: 
 
♦ Crop ET for first year was 17.22 inches.  (KanSched Summary sheet shows Crop 

ET: [17.22].) 
♦ Pre-irrigation was 1.50 inches.  (KanSched Summary sheet does not record Pre-

irrigation, and this value must be supplied by the participant who chose to irrigate to 
help seeds germinate.) 

♦ Effective Rain was 4.20 inches.  (KanSched Summary sheet shows Effective Rain: 
[4.20].) 

♦ Net Irrigation was 12.83 inches.  (KanSched Summary sheet shows Net Irrigation: 
[12.83].) 

 
The Field Summary Sheet also shows the Gross Irrigation before adjustment of 
efficiency. 
 

♦ Maximum total water application permitted is 10 percent over crop ET 
 17.22 inches x 110 percent = 18.94 inches 
♦ Sum of Pre-Irrigation + Effective Rain + Net Irrigation 
 1.50 inches + 4.20 inches + 12.83 inches = 18.53 inches 
 

The participant would be in compliance since 18.53 inches is less than maximum 
allowable.  If this had been a subsequent year in the contract with the same 
numbers, the person would have been out of compliance, because maximum 
total allowable application permitted would be 17.22 inches x 105 percent = 
18.08 inches. 
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KS515.141  Net Water Savings (continued) 
 

Example #2: 
 
♦ Crop ET for second year was 19.77 inches.  (KanSched Summary sheet shows 

Crop ET: [19.77].) 
♦ Pre-irrigation was 0.00 inches. 
♦ Effective Rain was 2.85 inches.  (KanSched Summary sheet shows Effective Rain: 

[2.85].) 
♦ Net Irrigation was 16.55 inches.  (KanSched Summary sheet shows Net Irrigation: 

[15.25].) 
♦ Maximum total water application permitted is 10 percent over Crop ET 
 19.77 inches x 105 percent = 20.76 inches 
♦ Sum of Pre-Irrigation + Effective Rain + Net Irrigation 
 0.00 inches + 2.85 inches + 15.25 inches = 18.10 inches 
 

The participant would be in compliance since 18.10 inches  is less than 
maximum allowable. 

 
There is an Excel spreadsheet “Yearly Water Use Accounting” (contact your area 
engineering staff or state agricultural engineer for a copy) that will perform the 
calculations with the following information input:  
 
♦ Irrigation System Efficiency 
♦ Scheduling Year 
♦ Pre-planting Application 
♦ Net Irrigation 
♦ Effective Rainfall 
♦ Crop ET      
 
The program will also perform a comparison to the Division of Water Resources (DWR) 
report for check on water reported as pumped to DWR compared to ET report.  The 
additional information included for the comparison is: 
 
♦ Acres irrigation 
♦ Total water reported to DWR 
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KS515.141  Net Water Savings (continued) 

DOCUMENTATION OF NET WATER SAVINGS: 
  
Kansas NRCS policy for determining net water savings shall be as follows: 
 
Using the information above for a center pivot (system efficiency = 95 percent for EQIP) 
 
Water Pumped = (Pre-irrigation + Net Irrigation)/system efficiency = Gross Application 
 
 First Year = (1.50 inches +12.83 inches)/0.95 = 15.08 inches 
 Second Year = (0.00 inches +15.25 inches)/0.95 = 16.05 inches  
 
For Two Year Contract total Pumped    = 31.13 inches 
On a per acre basis, this would be 31.13”/acre = 15.57 inches/acre/year average 
 
The 15.57 inches/acre must be less than the Average Yearly DWR Water Use 
(benchmark condition) used for the contract in order for the participant to be in 
compliance and demonstrate water savings over the life of the contract. 
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