
“Signing the CSP contract is a
very historic moment for conser-
vation. CSP is not just a miscella-
neous farm program.  It will be the
cornerstone for all other conserva-
tion programs already in place,
like EQIP, CRP, WHIP, WRP, and
others.

“CSP is what myself and other
NRCS employees have been
working for all their careers:   to
see farmers and ranchers re-
warded for the good work we
knew they were doing.”

Michael D. Marshall
NRCS Assistant State
Conservationist
Salina, Kansas

Faces in the

Lower Salt Fork of the Arkansas
River Watershed
Lower Salt Fork of the Arkansas
River Watershed

Ralph Arnett, Tier III participant,
holds residue protecting the soil in
his cotton field.

Harper County (Kansas) Participant Signs
First Conservation Security Program Contract

Ralph Arnett was born and raised in California.  Not until he met his wife 20
some years ago at a California college, graduated in business, and came to

Kansas, did he begin to pursue a career as a farmer.  Ralph Arnett
farms for the Joan A. Clutter Living Trust, or his mother-in-law.

Ralph raises wheat, milo, cotton, and cattle.  He is proud to show
the residue in his fields and to tell you about a recent cotton crop
that yielded 2-1/2 bales per acre.  Only a limited number of
farmers raise cotton in southcentral Kansas.

Land that was enrolled in the Conservation Reserve Program (CRP)
remains in native grass.  The grass is now home to a large
population of pheasants and quail.  Several years ago these birds
were scarce, but now Ralph, his son, and friends enjoy hunting the
birds.

Ralph works for the environment.  He pours used oil into a barrel
that is picked up periodically by an oil reuser.  He also collects the
farm's dead batteries and recycles them once a year.

When asked about time-management and recordkeeping, Ralph shared a
technique he calls “flushing.”  Ralph takes a few moments when he comes in
for supper to jot down a few notes on his desk calendar about what he has
done that day, the weather, the markets, and other information he might
need later.  Ralph says this allows him to spend quality time with his family,
and he is not burdened later by trying to figure out what he did several
months earlier.

Ralph Arnett,
seated in the
center, signed the
first CSP contract
in Kansas.  Others
with him at the
signing are front
left, Michael  D.
Marshall, NRCS
Ass’t State
Conservationist,
Salina; right,
Jesse F.
Crockford,  NRCS
Ass’t State
Conservationist,
Hutchinson; back
row left, Debbie
Francis, Chairper-
son, Harper
County Conserva-
tion District, and
Terry Hodgson,
NRCS District
Conservationist,
Anthony.



The Conservation Security Program (CSP) in the

Lower Salt Fork of the Arkansas
River Watershed

Oklahoma/Kansas

Watershed
Statistics

Surface Area:
1,486,400 Acres

Number of Farms:
1,756

Average Farm Size:
729 Acres

Acres of Cropland:
901,500

Acres of Rangeland:
379,600

Acres of Pastureland:
88,300

Farmers Who Applied and
Were Accepted into CSP:

Total:
Tier I:
Tier II:
Tier III:

Farmers Who Applied and
Were Ineligible:  21

NRCS is an equal opportunity provider and employer.
September 2004
Salina, Kansas
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Watershed Description:
(Attributes and challenges)

The 2,322.5 square mile
watershed of the Salt Fork of the
Arkansas River is primarily
privately-owned and operated
agricultural lands located in five
northcentral Oklahoma counties
(Alfalfa, Garfield, Grant, Kay, and
Noble counties) and two south-
central Kansas counties (Barber
and Harper counties). Over 92
percent of the land area is
devoted to agriculture, with the
remaining 8 percent in rural farm
communities and other land uses.

Natural resource challenges in
the watershed include soil erosion
(sheet, rill, and gully), increases
in soil acidity, saline seeps,
sedimentation, and declining soil
organic matter. Wildlife

habitat has improved over time
due to Conservation Reserve
Program and interested
managers, but the habitat
components are broken up by
large expanses of monoculture
cropland.

In spite of the intensive agriculture
usage, the area includes some of
the most productive agricultural
land in the nation’s bread basket
and boasts some of the state’s
best whitetail deer and pheasant
hunting.  The area has also
experienced the most significant
increase in the state for
implementation of conservation
buffers, providing for additional
wildlife habitat and water quality
enhancement.

Figures used are Ag Census and
NRCS.
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