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Conservation Programs 

• Land Treatment  

• Stewardship  

• Easement  
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Land Treatment Programs 

• Environmental Quality Incentive 

Program – EQIP 

• Wildlife Habitat Incentive Program – 

WHIP 

• Cooperative Conservation Cooperative 

Initiative - CCPI 

• Ag Water Enhancement Program - 

AWEP 
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Land Treatment Programs 

• FY2013 Application Cutoff 

• First:  December 21, 2012 

• Second:  February 15, 2013 
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Environmental Quality Incentives 
Program 

•Provides assistance to farmers and     

ranchers who face threats to soil, water, 

air, and related natural resource concerns 

on agricultural land including: 

- Cropland 

- Grazing lands 

- Wetlands 

- Wildlife 
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EQIP Fund Allocation in 2013 
 

   General  

• $ 25 Million 

 

 

 



EQIP 2013 Practices 

• Waste Storage 
Facilities 

• Grazing 
Management 

•  Ponds 

• Pipelines  

• Fence  



EQIP 2013 Practices 

Brush Management   

 

Prescribed Burn  



EQIP 2013 Practices 

 SDI Systems  

 Sprinkler Systems 

 IWM  



EQIP 2013 Practices 
• Terraces  

• Diversions  

• Grade Stabs  

• Waterways  

• Underground Outlet  

• No till  

• Windbreak/Shelterbelt 

 

 



EQIP 2013 Practices 
 Seasonal High 

Tunnels  

 Nutrient Mgmt  

 Pest Mgmt 

 Cover Crops  

 Organic 

 



FY2013 EQIP Fund Pools 

• 8  Priority Resource Concerns 

– 4 Local 

– 4 Statewide 

 

 

12 



Sheet and Rill, Ephemeral, Wind, 
Organic Matter Depletion -Local 
         (Soil Erosion) 

• 329 – Residue Management, No-Till 

• 340 – Cover Crop 

• 412 – Grassed Waterway 

• 512 – Pasture and Hay Planting 

• 600 – Terrace 

• 620 – Underground Outlet 
13 



Inefficient Use of Irrigation Water 
-Local 
      (Water Quality/Quantity) 
 • 328 – Conservation Crop Rotation 

• 430 – Irrigation Water Conveyance 

• 441 – Micro Irrigation 

• 442 – Irrigation System- Sprinkler 

• 449 – Irrigation Water Management 
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Undesirable Plant Productivity and 
Health, Inadequate Livestock Water-
Local 
      (Range/Pasture Mgmt) 

• 338 – Prescribed Burning 

• 382 – Fence 

• 516 – Pipeline 

• 528 – Prescribed Grazing 

• 614 – Watering Facility  

• 642 – Water Well 
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Excessive Plant Pest Pressure-
Local 
        (Invasive Species) 

• 314 – Brush Management 

• 666 – Forest Stand Improvement 
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Excess Nutrients in Surface and 
Ground Water - State 
       (Nutrient Management) 

• 360 – Closure of Waste Impoundment 

• 393 – Filter Strip 

• 578 – Stream Crossing 

• 590 – Nutrient Management 

• 633 – Waste Utilization 

• 638 – Water and Sediment Control 

Basin 17 



Excess Pathogens and Chemicals 
from Manure, Bio-solids, or Compost 
- State 
           (Livestock Waste) 

• 313 – Waste Storage Facility 

• 316 – Animal Mortality Facility 

• 521 – Pond Sealing or Lining  

• 632 – Solid – Liquid Waste Separation 

• 634 – Manure Transfer 
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        Habitat Degradation - State 
               (Wildlife) 

• 390 – Riparian Herbaceous Cover 

• 391 – Riparian Forest Buffer 

• 644 – Wetland Wildlife Habitat Mgt. 

• 645 – Upland Wildlife Habitat Mgt. 

• 657 – Wetland Restoration 

• 659 – Wetland Enhancement  
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Inadequate Livestock Shelter  - 
State 
               (Forestry) 

• 380 – Windbreak and Shelterbelt 

Establishment 

• 612 – Tree – Shrub Establishment 

• 650 – Windbreak and Shelterbelt 

Renovation 

20 
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. EQIP Fund Allocations in 2013 

– Local  

•Soil Erosion = $ 3.1 million 

•Range/Pasture = $ 6.7 million 

•Water Quality/Quantity = $ 2.0 million 

•Invasive Species = $ 800,000 
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. EQIP Fund Allocations in 2013 

– State 

•Nutrient Management = $ 700,000 

•Livestock Waste = $ 3.0 million 

•Wildlife = $ 300,000 

•Forestry = $ 500,000 

  
 



FY2013 EQIP Fund Pools 

• State Special Initiatives 

• National Special Initiatives 

• Beginning Farmer-Rancher/ HU 

– 10% of Total allocation 
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. EQIP Fund Allocations in 2013 

– State Special Initiatives   

•Wildfire     $ 1,500,000 

•Tribal                           $   100,000 

•Frenchman Wtshd       $   130,000 

•CAP                            $     400,000 
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. EQIP Fund Allocations in 2013 
– National Special Initiatives   

•Ogallala     $ 4,000,000 

•Organic                       $    250,000 

•High tunnel                  $   200,000 

•NWQI                           $ 1,153,840 
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. EQIP Fund Applications in 2013 

–Total Applications = 4000 

–Total Estimated Cost = $ 70 million  
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. EQIP Fund Applications in 2013 

– Local  

•Soil Erosion = $ 9.7 million 

•Range/Pasture = $ 15.5 million 

•Water Quality/Quantity = $ 10.0 million 

•Invasive Species = $ 4.9 million 

  
 



28 

. EQIP Fund Applications in 2013 

– State 

•Nutrient Management = $ 124,000 

•Livestock Waste = $ 3.7 million 

•Wildlife = $ 670,000 

•Forestry = $ 521,000 
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. EQIP Fund Applications in 2013 
– State Special Initiatives   

•Wildfire     $ 1,500,000 

•Tribal                           $      38,000 

•Frenchman Wtshd       $   130,000 

•CAP                            $     150,000 
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. EQIP Fund Applications in 2013 
– National Special Initiatives   

•Ogallala     $ 10 million 

•Organic                       $    250,000 

•High tunnel                  $   200,000 

•NWQI                           $ 1,153,840 
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Ogallala Aquifer Initiative 
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AWEP Partnership Agreements 

FY2012 & FY2013 

• No RFP 

FY2011 – Expire 2015 

• Upper Republican NRD  

FY2010 – Expire 2014 

• Lower Republican NRD 

• Ogallala – Platte River Recovery 

• Upper Big Blue NRD 
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AWEP Partnership Agreements 

FY2009  

•  Middle Republican NRD – Expire 2013 

• Central NE Public Power and Irrigation 

District – Expire 2013 

• Little Blue NRD (Expired) 

• Lower Big Blue NRD (Expired) 

• Lower Platte North NRD – Expire 2013 
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AWEP Fund Allocations in 2013 
 

 Total Allocation = $3.9 million  

•  CNPPID = $ 210,800 

•  LPNNRD = $ 298,520 

•  MRNRD = $339,592 

•   UBBNRD = $688,520 

•   Platte River = $1,360,000 

•    LRNRD = $135,897 

•    URNRD = $844,560 
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Wildlife Habitat Incentives 
Program (WHIP) 



WHIP Fiscal Year 2013 

• Working Lands for Wildlife 

– Black Footed Ferret            
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Cooperative Conservation 
Partnership Initiative 
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2013 Cooperative Conservation 
Partnership Initiative - Nebraska 

• 2 Projects in FY2013 

–Shelterbelt Renovation = $ 31,705 

–Riparian Forest Buffer = $ 40,297 
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STEWARDSHIP PROGRAMS 
 

Conservation Security Program 
 

Conservation Stewardship 
Program 



44 44 

Conservation  
Security 
Program 
 
CSP from 2004 - 
2008 



Conservation Security Program 

• 4 signups in 24 NE counties  

• Total Contracts = 2021 

• Current Active contracts = 770 

• 5 – 10 year contracts 

• Acres in Contracts = 818,858 

• FY13 Payments = $5,255,495 

 45 
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Conservation Stewardship 
Program 



Stewardship Programs 

• FY2013 Applications 

• Continuous signup 

• Decision pending on FY13 enrollment 
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Conservation Stewardship Program 

 

• Total Contracts  =  2113 

• Total Acres  = 4,030,530 

• FY2013 Payments = $42,488,296 
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Easement Programs 

• FY2013 Application Cutoff 

• WRP and GRP:  March 29, 2013 

• Pending Fund Allocation 

• FRPP:  Continuous Signup 

• Pending Fund Allocation 
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Wetlands Reserve Program 
(WRP) 



USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service 07/16/2012 

Total Easement/Agreement Acres = 97,500 

Total Easement/Agreement Numbers = 702 
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Wetlands Reserve 
Enhancement 

Program 
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• Current WREP Projects 

– RWB Center Pivot 

– RWB –Monitoring & Mgmt 

– Missouri River Flood Recovery & Riverine 
Restoration (SD, NE, IA, MO, KS) 
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Grasslands Reserve Program 
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Farm and Ranch Lands 
Protection Program  

 



FRPP Fiscal Year 2012 

• Current list of entities utilizing FRPP: 

– Nebraska Land Trust 

– The Nature Conservancy 

– The Sandhills Task Force 

– Northern Prairies Land Trust 
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Environmental Quality Incentives 
Program 

• Local Work Groups 

–  Advisory to State Conservationist 

–  23 in Nebraska 

–  Functions 

 Local Ranking Factors 

 Ranking Points 

 Natural Resources Areas of Concern 

 Practices 

 

 

  



Environmental Quality Incentives 
Program 

• Local Work Groups 



FY14 State Technical Committee 

• Subcommittee Meetings – July 2013 

– EQIP/WHIP 

– WRP/FRPP/GRP 

– CSP 

– Forestry 

• StateTech Committee – August 2013 

• Application Cutoff November 2013 
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2012 Farm Bill (?) 

• Streamlines & consolidates  
23 Programs into 13 

 

– ACEP – Agriculture Conservation 
Easement Program 

 

– EQIP/WHIP    
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Questions? 



68 

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its 

programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, 

disability, and where applicable, sex, marital status, familial status, parental 

status, religion, sexual orientation, genetic information, political beliefs, 

reprisal, or because all or a part of an individual's income is derived from any 

public assistance program. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) 

Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of 

program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact 

USDA's TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD). To file a complaint 

of discrimination write to USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 

Independence Avenue, S.W., Washington, D.C. 20250-9410 or call (800) 795-

3272 (voice) or (202) 720-6382 (TDD). USDA is an equal opportunity provider 

and employer. 


