
GRP/FRPP Subcommittee Meeting 

August 2, 2012 

Present were Randy Epperson, Brad Soncksen, Jeremy Bowers, Greg Reisdorff, Barth Crouch, Jim Luchsinger 
(via teleconference), and Dave Sands. 
 
Randy opened the meeting with introductions.  This is a first in combining the Grasslands Reserve Program 
(GRP) and Farm and Ranch Lands Protection Program (FRPP) subcommittee meetings. 
 
GRP 
 
Program Updates: 
Randy provided the group with three maps: 
 
GRP Rental Contract Applications – FY 2012 

• Total GRP Rental Contract Application Acres = 15,799 
• Total GRP Rental Contract Application Tracts = 62 
• Total GRP Funding - $3,512,368 

 
GRP Rental Contract Enrollments – FY 2012 

• Total GRP Easement Contract Application Acres = 749 
• Total GRP Easement Contract Application Tracts = 4 
• Total GRP Funding = $233,637 

 
GRP Easement Applications – FY 2012 

• Total GRP Easement Application Acres = 4,054.5 
• Total GRP Easement Application Tracts = 19 
• Total GRP Easement Dollars - $2,945,543 

 
We received funding of $600,000 for both easements and rental contracts.  The NRCS guidelines are that 60 
percent of the funds go towards easements and 40 percent for rental contracts.  We were not able to fund our 
highest ranked easement project, so our easement funding had to be returned.  Our highest ranked easement 
application required more funds than our entire $600,000 total.   
 
For FY 2012, we were able to move forward with four 20 year rental contracts.  We were not able to fund any 
easements.  
 
Ranking Worksheet 
The ranking worksheet was passed out to the subcommittee.  Please provide your comments/updates on the 
GRP ranking worksheets to Brad Soncksen or Jeremy Bowers.   A question was asked if there is more recent 
data then the 1997 information on pages 4 and 5 of the ranking worksheet regarding grassland conversion 
rates.  We will check with our NRI specialist to update the form with current information.   
 
Easement Compensation for 2013 
We will continue to utilize appraisals rather than an area wide market analysis (AWMA) to arrive at fair market 
value (FMV).  The reasoning for this is that we fund so few easement applications (average 2 per year) that it 
makes sense to pay an appraiser to do an appraisal. 



 
 
FRPP 
We had our first FRPP application in 2004.  This easement is overlooking the Niobrara River.  It is amazing the 
projects that our partners have come up with.   
 
Program Updates: 
Randy provided the group with three maps: 
 
FRPP Applications for FY 2012 

• Total Permanent FRPP Easement Acres = 4,536 
• Total Permanent FRPP Easement Tracts = 4 

 
FRPP Enrollment for FY 2012 

• Total Permanent FRPP Easement Acres = 252 
• Total Permanent FRPP Easement Tracts = 2 

 
FRPP Total Enrollment – cumulative to date 

• Total Easement Acres = 32,661 
• Total Easement Tracts = 15 

 
Great work done by our partners.   
 
During 2012 we received four applications in Dawes, Sheridan, Douglas and Sarpy Counties.  The two that 
ranked the highest were in Douglas and Sarpy counties and were very good projects.  The ranking worked to 
get the best projects to the top.  We are still waiting to get the FY2012 cooperative agreement template form 
from the Easement Programs Division in Washington, D.C. to finalize these enrollments.   
 
Ranking Worksheet 
The nationally mandated factors (on page 2) cannot be changed, but on page 3 you can make suggestions for 
improvement.  Page 3, the question, “Social, cultural, economic …” was easy to come up with 100s in this 
category as well as the environmental benefits section.  If you have ideas to improve the ranking worksheet, 
please send your comments to Brad or Jeremy. 
 
Randy said, “It has been great working with our partners on GRP and FRPP.”  Randy is leaving August 10, 2012, 
to take a position with the Easement Programs Division in Washington, D.C. 
 
Karen Kelty 
Recorder 


