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2013 Conservation Stewardship Program Ranking Period 1 
Conservation Measurement Tool Guidance (Non-industrial 
Private Forestland) 

Forest Land General Inventory Questions 1-2: 
 
All forestland must have applicable management in place to answer each question affirmatively. 
 
Question 1: 
• Answer yes when visible dust leaves the site that is generated from heavy on-farm traffic such 

as feed trucks/equipment, grain trucks/carts, fertilizer/pesticide delivery, etc. on un-paved 
roads for at least one month or more per year. 

• If you answered yes to question 1, answer yes to method(s) listed that are regularly used to 
control dust. 

 
Question 2:  Does not apply to energy use on farm residences, but applies to other farm/ranch 
facilities. 
• Alternative energy sources must be currently used on the farm.  They include E85 ethanol or 

bio-diesel used in flex fuel vehicles/tractors, wind mills for livestock water, solar 
fencers/pumps, use of wood sources for tank heaters, on-farm generation of power using solar, 
wind, or methane utilized on farm apply.   

• High efficiency grain drying includes some or all of the following: cooling heat recycling, more 
efficient burners, full enclosures with both cooling and plenum heat recycling, and dryer 
discharge with even flows installed in the last 3 years.  Replacement or upgrades to higher 
efficiency heating or cooling of farm buildings also apply. 

• A recent energy audit of farm headquarters, irrigation pumping plants, drying equipment etc. 
has been completed and improvements have been made 

• High efficiency pumping plants have been installed in the last 3 years.  They include existing 
wells that have a pumping plant evaluation completed that included a pump test (pump curve 
including pressure and output), rebowled, and install a new pump based on the pumping plant 
evaluation results.  New wells/pumps that are installed according pumping plant evaluation 
results also apply. 

 
 

Forestland Questions 1 – 14 
Non-Industrial Private Forestland (NIPF) Definition:  Forestlands must have a minimum of 25% 
canopy cover of trees throughout the stand, or have an adequate stem density to achieve a 25% 
canopy and can include small openings within the forested area.  Farmstead and field windbreaks, 
living snow fences, or other similar windbreaks planted in linear rows or Christmas tree farms are 
not considered NIPF.  NIPF cannot serve another CSP application as incidental areas of wildlife 
habitat for cropland or pastureland.   



May 30, 2013  

- 2 - 

 
All forestland fields must have applicable management in place to answer each question 
affirmatively. 
 
Q1:  Options a) and b) only apply to situations where the trees were planted and c), d) and e) apply 
to naturally-occurring forests.  Examples are noted below: 

a) A walnut or other single species tree planting with no understory other than some grasses. 
b) A walnut or other single species tree planting that has other species in its understory (either 

planted or volunteer) that includes a variety of shrubs or substantial grass/forb/legume 
composition.  This may also include a “block planting” on expired CRP or other tree plantings 
that had more than one species planted. 

c) A forest consisting of dominated by one native tree species that is even-aged with few other 
tree species present.  This may include “highly managed” ponderosa pine stands in the 
Panhandle where saplings and other species are routinely removed and the remaining trees 
are the same size.  It may also be suited to a site dominated by even aged eastern redcedar 
with few other species present. 

d) Consists of native forest stands with multiple species present and multiple age classes 
present that lack a diverse understory.  Forest is actively managed to retain standing dead 
trees and large downed trees and limbs.   

e) Consists of native forest stands with multiple species present and multiple age classes 
present with a diverse understory.  Forest is actively managed to retain standing dead trees 
and large downed trees and limbs. Snags, brush piles, etc. are created and no “clean up” of 
downed woody material is routinely practiced in order to manage for wildlife habitat. 

 
Q2 Q2.1, Q2.2 and Q2.3 applicable when thinning or selective harvest of trees has occurred within 
the past 10 years.  These questions are not applicable if clear-cutting has occurred. 
Q3: Applies to areas where timber harvest occurred that has been re-forested through planting or 
natural regeneration; select best answer based on the level of site preparation used to reforest 
the site and whether tree planting and/or natural regeneration were used to re-establish desired 
trees. 
 
Q4: Consider the following scenarios to answer this question: 

a) Allow personal access by landowner permission only.  Livestock access for grazing is by 
lease or mutual agreement. 

b) Same as a) but land is posted for no trespassing without permission or with landowner 
contact information noted on signs. 

c) Same as a) and b) but specific restrictions are used that are not typical, including access by 
foot/horseback only, vehicles (including ATV’s) restricted to established trails, no access 
following rainfall events, or other means to prevent damage to forest resources from human, 
vehicle, and livestock disturbances.  All access points are fenced and gated. 

 
Q5: Fuel breaks are a strip or block of land on which the vegetation, debris and detritus have been 
reduced and/or modified to control or diminish the risk of the spread of fire crossing the strip or 
block of land.  Firebreaks are similar but are more relevant to herbaceous vegetation. 
 
Water bodies definition: 
• All water bodies must contain open water for at least 30 days or more during the growing 

season in most years. 
• Ponds, lakes and wetlands that are permanent, semi-permanent, or seasonal are applicable. 
• Ponds formed by either excavation and/or embankments, designed to capture and store natural 

runoff water, either with or without irrigation tail-water, are applicable. 
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• Wetlands that are temporary and contain water for less than 30 days during the growing 
season in most years are not applicable, such as those commonly planted to annual crops or 
are in herbaceous/grass cover without open water, do not apply.   

• Wetlands do not have to have an official wetland determination to apply as a water body. 
• Not applicable to small overflow areas next to tanks and troughs used for livestock grazing. 
• Not applicable to irrigation re-use pits designed solely to capture irrigation tail-water. 
• Dugout ponds/pits that were not designed as an irrigation re-use pit (have a controlled inlet, 

dike, pipe, etc.) or serve as a “concentration pit” within a wetland and accumulate natural 
runoff and or irrigation runoff water are applicable.  
  

Water course definition: 
• Includes all perennial, seasonal/intermittent streams and ditches as defined below. 
• All streams must have a defined bed and bank, a grade of less than 2% percent.  Seasonal 

streams must have flow for at least 30 days per year as evidenced by a scoured channel 
bottom or hydrophytic vegetation in the channel. Perennial and seasonal/intermittent streams 
will have more flow than an ephemeral stream.  

• Ditches must have a defined channel with a grade of less than 2% percent, and seasonal flow 
for at least 30 days per year as evidenced by a scoured channel bottom or hydrophytic 
vegetation in the channel.   

• Irrigation canals are not considered a water course unless they meet the same requirements 
as a ditch or stream above by flowing for at least 30 days per year strictly from base flow 
and/or runoff from the adjacent watershed (does not include irrigation water).   

• Grass waterways, road ditches or upland gullies do not count as ditches.   
• Ephemeral streams, ditches or other water courses that only have flowing water for a few 

hours following a moderate to heavy rainfall event or snowmelt are not applicable. 
 
Q6:  Applicable only if there are ponds, lakes and wetlands that are permanent, semi-permanent 
or seasonal water bodies (contain open water for at least 30 days or more during the growing 
season in most years).  Refer to General Inventory Question 2 for water body definitions. 
 
Q6.1: Percent of water body perimeter that is buffered by at least a 33-foot wide zone of diverse 
perennial vegetation.  Perennial vegetation must not be considered noxious such as saltcedar, 
phragmites and purple loosestrife.  Introduced species such as smooth brome and reed 
canarygrass are acceptable. 
 
Q6.2: Must have perennial vegetation (as noted above) around the entire perimeter of all water 
bodies to answer no. 
 
Q7: Applicable only if there are perennial, seasonal/intermittent streams and ditches that has 
seasonal flow for at least 30 days per year.  Refer to water course definitions above. 
 
Q8: Applicable if water is being pumped or diverted from a stream. 

a) Water pumping or diversion from stream will stop all flow for at least a portion of the year. 
b) Applicable when diverting or pumping water and screens are not present allowing fish and 

other aquatic species to pass. 
c) Applicable when diverting or pumping water and screens are present in which hat prevent fish 

and other aquatic species from passing. 
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Q9: Consider the type of structure and circumstances relative to flow. 
a) Any structure that completely separates the upstream and downstream stream segments 

year-round such as a dam with a drop tube or a year-round diversion. 
b) Any structure that has a culvert (straight tube) that is not inset into the substrate; or a low-

water crossing that has a drop on the downstream end of greater than 12 inches; or an 
irrigation diversion that is only closed off during a portion of the year would qualify for this 
answer. 

c) Structures such as a low-water crossing without any drop or a culvert that is inset into the 
substrate would qualify for this answer. 

 
Q10:  Applicable to all streams – intermittent/seasonal and perennial (conditions must exist on 
90% of the stream channel length). 

a) Sparse vegetation, annual vegetation, crops, bare ground, annual weeds or noxious weeds 
next to streambank. 

b) Grass or tree cover from the edge of the streambank that is less than 33 feet wide. 
c) Grass or tree cover from the edge of the streambank that is greater than 33 feet wide. 

 
Q11:   

a) Applicable when concentrated livestock feeding occurs next to a stream without fencing to 
control access; where livestock concentrate for watering leaving areas void of vegetation; or 
when annual crops are planted directly adjacent to or within a stream.  Applies to any other 
activity where little or no buffer of perennial vegetation exists (primarily bare ground, annual 
weeds, or crops). 

b) Applicable to season long grazing where livestock have unlimited access to a stream 
throughout the growing season or winter and perennial vegetation is present along the entire 
stream length. 

c) Applicable when buffers are well managed and access to streams is limited by use of 
rotational or incidental grazing and stream access is properly managed and perennial 
vegetation is present along the entire stream length. 

 
Q12: Answer yes if livestock have access to the forest. 
 
Q12.1: Select one option that best represents grazing on the forest 

a) Livestock grazing exceeds 65% utilization and are allowed access through the entire grazing 
season or have unlimited access during the dormant season. 

b) Livestock grazing is limited to 50-65% utilization and livestock distribution is managed to 
avoid damage to the forest. 

c) Livestock grazing is part of well managed rotational grazing system that incorporates rest 
and utilization does not exceed 50% (includes incidental grazing).  

 
Q13.1: There are invasive species such as Siberian elm, Russian olive, saltcedar, non-native 
invasive shrubs such as saltcedar, Autumn olive, honeysuckle, European buckthorn, and multi-
flora rose or invasive native species such as excessive amounts of Eastern redcedar or 
honeylocust that are crowding out more desirable species such as pines, oaks, green ash and 
cottonwood.  Select the option that best applies 

a) Invasive or noxious species listed above are present. 
b) Invasive or noxious species listed above are present and being monitored to document the 

extent of their spread. 
c) Invasive or noxious species listed above are present and are being actively controlled and 

monitored to keep them in check. 
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Q14:  
Answer a) Applicable when pesticides are applied and pest (weed, insect or other pest) 

density and location is not documented with a field specific record keeping system. 
Answer b) Applicable when density and location of pest is documented with a field specific 

record keeping system and when any of the IPM components listed are utilized. 
Answer c) Applicable when density and location of pest is documented with a field specific 

record keeping system and economic thresholds are calculated prior to applying 
pesticides.  Economic thresholds are calculated based on the estimated economic loss of 
crop yield due to the level of pest infestation documented from crop scouting compared to 
the cost of pesticide application.  
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