
How to Establish and Maintain 
Introduced Grasses and Legumes 
Wisconsin Job Sheet 134 
 

Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) Wisconsin 
 
Landowner: ____________________________________      Tract: ______________________ 
 
NUTRIENTS 

• Apply fertilizer and lime according to current soil test. 
• pH - For alfalfa, lime to a pH of at least 6.6.  For clovers or birdsfoot trefoil 6.3.  Liming 

materials shall be applied and incorporated prior to seeding. 
 
SEEDING DATES 
 
 SPRING LATE SUMMER
 
 NORTH  5/1 TO 6/15 NORTH  7/15 TO 8/10 
 
 CENTRAL  4/15 TO 6/1 CENTRAL  8/1 TO 8/21 
 
 SOUTH  4/1 TO 5/15 SOUTH  8/7 TO 8/29 
 
 
 
 
 
Late summer seeding is generally riskier than spring seeding.  Planting at either end of the 
allowable range is riskier than the middle of the range.  When it is not possible to seed during the 
above seeding periods, a temporary cover planting will be required to reduce erosion until the 
next spring seeding period. 
 
SEEDBED PREPARATION AND SEEDING 

Inoculation 
Inoculate legumes with the specific inoculum for the species. 

Planting Depth
Plant seed at a depth of ¼ inch to ½ inch. 

Conventional seeding 
Prepare a fine, firm seedbed to a minimum depth of 3 or 4 inches.  It is important to have a firm 
seedbed.  Grass and legume seed should be drilled uniformly over the area using a grassland 
drill, grain drill with press wheels, cultipacker seeder, or by broadcasting and cultipacking before 
and after broadcasting the seed. 

Companion Crop  Seed a companion crop of oats at a rate of 1½ bushels per acre.  Mow 
oats at the boot stage.  Mow high enough to prevent damage to the permanent seeding 

No-till seeding 
Apply a burndown herbicide at the labeled rate, if a weed problem exists.  Use a no-till drill. 
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SEEDING MIXTURE 
 

MINIMUM PURE LIVE SEED (PLS) RATE PER ACRE AND TOTAL POUNDS OF SEED 
NEEDED 

 Field________________ 
Acres________________ 

Field_________________ 
Acres_________________ 

Field________________ 
Acres________________ 

Species Rate Per 
Acre 

 Seed 
Needed 

Rate Per 
Acre 

 Seed 
Needed 

Rate Per 
Acre 

 Seed 
Needed 

       
       
       
       
       
       
       
       
       
       

Failure to plant this seed mixture as specified may result in loss of program benefits. 
 
MAINTENANCE AFTER SEEDING 
 
Careful attention to maintaining a vigorous stand of vegetation is important for a successful 
ground cover and good erosion control.  

Seedling Year - Weeds and weedy grasses should be mowed when they reach a height of 6-8 
inches.  Mowing should be done before the weeds begin to compete for moisture and/or before 
the seed on the weeds matures.  Waiting too long before mowing may allow the weeds to build 
to such a level that the residue from the mowed weeds would smother the new seeding.  Frequent 
mowing during the seeding year may be necessary.  Herbicides may be needed to control some 
species of weed. 

After seedling year - control noxious weeds or invading woody vegetation by spot mowing, spot 
spraying with herbicides.  Follow all label directions for use of herbicides.  In some cases, 
government programs may restrict the type and amount of spraying and mowing which 
can occur after establishment.  Check with your local FSA office to see if this applies. 
 
WILDLIFE 
To maximize wildlife benefits, do not mow annually.  After establishment, mow only before 
May 15 or after August 1 to protect nesting birds and provide cover.  A mix of grasses and 
legumes will provide better wildlife habitat than any single grass species.  It is also advisable to 
not mow after September 1 in order to provide residual cover for the following year. 
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