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CONSTRUCTION NOTES FOR BACKWATER REFUGE

BACKWATER REFUGES ARE TO BE IRREGULAR IN SHAPE WHEN COMPLETED. WHEEL RUTS ARE
ALLOWED AND DESIRED. THE REFUGE NEEDS TO BE CONSTRUCTED TO THE APPROXIMATE SURFACE
AREA, DEPTH AND IRREGULARITY AS WHAT IS FLAGGED BY NRCS STAFF.

ALL EXCAVATION SHALL BE IN ACCORDANCE WITH WISCONSIN CONSTRUCTION SPECIFICATION #2.

RE—TOPSOILING MAY BE NEEDED. IF NEEDED A MINIMUM OF 6" OF TOPSOIL WILL BE REMOVED
FROM REFUGE SITE AND STOCKPILED FOR RE—SPREADING. BEFORE TOPSOIL IS RE—-SPREAD THE
DEPTH AND SLOPES MUST BE CHECKED. SEEDING SHOULD BE COMPLETED PER DRAWING WI-710
FOR INTRODUCED SPECIES OR DRAWING WI-711 FOR NATIVE SPECIES.

THE FINISHED SIDE SLOPES ARE TO BE 8:1 OR FLATTER.

EXCAVATED SPOIL FROM THE REFUGE SHALL BE:

a. REMOVED FROM THE REFUGE/FLOODPLAIN AREAS AND PLACED AS INDICATED ON THE PLAN
VIEW.

b. PLACED BELOW THE PLANNED NORMAL WATER ELEVATION OF THE POOL FOR REFUGE
MICROTOPOGRAPHY.

c. SPREAD ABOVE THE PLANNED NORMAL WATER ELEVATION IN A LAYER AVERAGING NO MORE
THAN 3—6 INCHES THICK. SPREAD IN THE LOCATIONS INDICATED ON THE PLAN VIEW FOR
THIS PROJECT. NO FILL SHALL BE PLACED IN AN EXISTING WETLAND.

BASKING AREAS MAY BE ADDED AS APPROVED BY NRCS STAFF. THESE AREAS CAN CONSIST OF
LOGS/WOODY DEBRIS OR PILES OF STONE ADDED TO THE REFUGE. THESE ADDITIONS SHOULD
BE PLACED A MINIMUM OF 3—4 FEET FROM THE EDGE OF THE REFUGE TO ACT AS A BASKING
AREA AND BE FAR ENOUGH INTO REFUGE TO MINIMIZE PREDATION.

BUFFER SEED MIXES SHOULD BE STRONGER IN FORB AND SHORT GRASS COMPONENTS. THIS WILL
CREATE MORE INTERSTITIAL SPACE, AIDING IN REPTILE/AMPIBIAN MOVEMENT AND BASKING PER
WI-710 OR WI=711.
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