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Introduction

A firebreak for CRP purposes, is a low growing
strip of vegetation placed strategically to reduce
the risk of a potential wildfire causing damage
and to contain prescribed burns. Because native
prairie grasses and forbs tend to stand up over
winter and contain high levels of fuel,
unexpected wildfires can cause damage to
neighboring land. CRP allows the use of
carefully designed and installed firebreaks. (See
NRCS Field Office Technical Guide [FOTG],
Section IV, Standard 394, Firebreak.)

Where to Plant

Attempt to locate firebreaks near ridge crests
and valley bottoms. Firebreaks should be
perpendicular to the wind and on the windward
side of the areas to be protected. Design a
perimeter along woods or other areas that need
protection. Buildings should also be protected if
a mowed lawn does not already exist around
them.

Firebreak
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Size

A minimum firebreak of 50 feet should be used
to protect buildings (existing lawn should be
accounted for). Buffer width next to woods
should be determined by fuel type in burn unit
compared to woodland fuels. At a minimum,
firebreaks should be non-combustible and at
least two times as wide as the height of the
adjacent vegetation to be burned. In very large
areas of open grass, it is advised to place
secondary breaks within the areas.

Other Requirements

Firebreaks should be clipped annually in the fall
of the year. Consider cultural resources and
environmental concerns such as threatened and
endangered species of plants and animals,
natural areas, and wetlands. Use barriers such as
streams, lakes, ponds, rock cliffs, roads, field
borders, drainage ditches and other areas as
existing firebreaks when possible.

This job sheet must be a part of the CRP CPO
when firebreaks are planned.
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Landowner:

PLS Based Seed Mix Calculations

Mix 1

Species

Field
Acres

Rate Per Acre # Seed Needed

Kentucky Blue Grass

8 1bs.

Mix 2

Species

Field
Acres

Rate Per Acre # Seed Needed

Creeping Red Fescue

4 1bs.

Alfalfa

2 lbs.

Location Sketch

Additional Specifications and Notes:

Scheduled planting date:

Total length in feet to be planted:

Width of break:

*Include location on conservation plan map.

The USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.
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