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260.1 NRCS MINNESOTA ALIGNING MODEL SPACE OBJECTS IN A VIEWPORT 

This quick reference guide covers the process of modifying the view in a viewport so that objects in model space 
that are viewed through the viewport window are aligned to a specific location in the layout. 

In this example, a profile view has been inserted into the model space of the drawing, as shown below. 

 
The drawing also includes a layout which contains drawing details and a pane where a profile can be plotted 
using gridlines that extend the full width of the drawing area.  As seen below, the profile view in model space 
needs to be lined up with the gridlines that are drawn in the layout.   
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To align a viewport, follow the procedure below: 

1. Go to the Express Tool ribbon 

2. In the Layout pane, click on Align Space 

3. You will be prompted to select the first alignment in model space.  In this example, click on the lower left 
hand corner of the profile view border. 

4. Next, you will be asked to select a second point in model space, or hit return to continue without selecting 
a second point.  In this example, hit return without selecting a second model space point. 

You only need to select a second point in model space if you want to automatically scale the objects in 
the viewport as well as align the model space objects to a specific point in the layout.  If you do select a 
second model space point, you will also be asked to select a second paper space point in the next step, 
and the scale of the viewport will be altered to increase or decrease the size of the model space objects 
to fit between the two points that you selected in the layout. 

5. You will now be asked to select an alignment point in paper space.  This will be a point on the gridlines 
that are drawn in the layout that you want to align the model space profile view to. 

6. The last step is to activate the viewport that you want to align and hit enter to continue.  The viewport that 
is currently activated will be identified with a heavy border.  Once you hit enter, the display of the viewport 
will be moved so that the profile view lines up with the gridlines in the layout. 

 


