CP2 Establishment of Permanent Native Grass
This practice is available in all watersheds.
The purpose of this practice is to establish native grass species on eligible cropland.  Use NRCS Conservation Practice Standard Upland Wildlife Habitat Management, Code 645 to install the practice using a mixed stand with a minimum of 5 native species consisting of at least 3 grasses and 1 forb.

In the Red River watershed only, this practice can be used on land capable of being cropped that is immediately adjacent to eroded or scoured channels that do not meet the definition of perennial or intermittent streams.  The width is limited to the same design used in a CREP CP-21.

Practice suitability documentation worksheet is not needed.

CP3A Hardwood Tree Planting
This practice is available for the Lower Mississippi Watershed.
The purpose of this practice is to establish a native stand of predominantly hardwood trees in a timber planting that will enhance environmental benefits.  Use NRCS Conservation Practice Standard Tree/Shrub Establishment, Code 612 to establish this practice with the qualification that only native species are eligible to be established.

Practice suitability documentation worksheet is not needed.

CP4D Permanent Wildlife Habitat
This practice is available for the Lower Mississippi and Missouri/Des Moines River Watersheds.
The purpose of this practice is to establish a permanent wildlife habitat cover to enhance environmental benefits for the wildlife habitat of the designated or surrounding areas.  Apply this practice to eligible cropland that is suitably located and adapted to the establishment of permanent wildlife habitat.  This practice must also include both native woody and grass vegetation.  

Use NRCS Conservation Practice Standard Upland Wildlife Habitat Management, Code 645 to establish the native grass and woody components.  The native grass component must consist of a mixed stand with a minimum of 5 native species consisting of at least 3 grasses and 1 forb. 
Practice suitability documentation worksheet is not needed.

CP12 Wildlife Food Plot
This practice is available in all watersheds as a component of all CP-2 (except Red River Watershed), CP-4D, CP-23 and CP-23A practices and certain CP-21 and CP-22 practices.
The purpose of this practice is to establish annual or perennial wildlife food plots that will enhance wildlife and wildlife habitat.  Cost share is not authorized for this practice and it may only be used as a component in an otherwise eligible CREP practice.

Use NRCS Conservation Practice Standard Upland Wildlife Habitat Management, Code 645 to establish this practice.  The practice must establish suitable plant species for food plots.  Determine food plot location and the total acres to be devoted to food plots.  Individual food plots shall not exceed 5 acres in size.  Total food plot acreage shall not exceed the lesser of 10% of the contract acreage or 5.0 acres.

Food plots must be separated by a sufficient distance to maximize wildlife benefits and accessibility.  Food plots may be placed in one location throughout the life of the CRP-1 or may be relocated annually.  If relocated, the previous food plot must be seeded to an approved permanent vegetative cover at the participant’s expense.

When this component will be established on practices CP-21 and CP-22 it must be located so it will not interfere with the water quality function of the practice.  This means it must be set-back from the receiving water a distance at least equal to the practice design minimum width for water quality.  If this can not be achieved then a food plot is not an eligible component on these practices.  In the Red River watershed the food plot must not interfere with the flood damage reduction function of the practice.

Practice suitability documentation worksheet is not needed.

CP15A Establishment of Permanent Vegetative Cover (Contour Grass Strips)

This practice is available for the Lower Mississippi Watershed only.

The purpose of this practice is to establish strips of permanent native vegetative cover generally following the contour on eligible cropland alternated with wider cultivated strips farmed on the contour that will reduce erosion to “T” and control runoff.  NRCS Practice Standard Contour Buffer Strips, Code 332 will be used to design this practice with the qualification that only native species are eligible to be established.  The native grass component must consist of a mixed stand with a minimum of 5 native species consisting of at least 3 grasses and 1 forb
The buffer strips must be established for erosion control and must be alternated with wider cultivated strips of cropland (not enrolled in CREP) for eligibility.  Contour buffer strips are not eligible to be installed on terraces within this practice.  The buffer strips must be established for soil erosion and runoff control purposes.

The enrolled contour buffer strips are restricted between 15 and 60 feet wide while the field borders can be up to 60 feet wide.  Field borders may be included in the offered acres if NRCS documents the need in writing that the field border is necessary to drain water and insure the functionality of the contour buffer system.

Practice suitability documentation worksheet is not needed.
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