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Minnesota Supplement for:       
Practice Standard 330  - Contour Farming 
 
Supplemental Criteria 
 

1. A payment is authorized on eligible acres, not to exceed 3 payments.  
2. All land preparation, planting and cultivation will be done following a specified 

contour grade. 
3. End rows shall be established as Field Borders (386) or will have soil erosion rates at 

“T” or less.  
4. Payments are not authorized for Stripcropping (585) on acres where Contour Farming 

(330) is authorized and planned. 
 
Scenarios 
 
Contour Farming 
This scenario meets the specifications of the NRCS Contour Farming Standard.  This scenario 
applies to fields greater than 5 acres.  Payment reflects the extra labor and initial supervision 
costs in implementing and following contour farming compared to other methods.  More time is 
usually needed when following contour operations due to more equipment time in shorter rows 
and more equipment turning.   Annual erosion rates for the rotation exceeds tolerance levels.  
Excessive runoff leads to sedimentation of waterways 
 
 


