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5600 American Boulevard West, Suite 990 
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IN REPLY REFER TO: 

FWS/R3INWRS 

JAN 31 2013 

Ms. Rebecca Wodder 

Senior Advisor to the Secretary 

Department of the Interior 

1849 C Street NW 

Washington, DC 20240 


Dear Ms. Wodder: 

I am pleased to support the designation of the Minnesota River watershed as part of the newly 
established National Blueway System. The Minnesota River watershed is important to the people 
of Minnesota and the upper Midwest for its economic, historical, and conservation values. 

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (Service) and its partners have a long history of conservation 
successes in this watershed. Two of our national wildlife refuges, Minnesota Valley National 
Wildlife Refuges and Wetland Management District and Big Stone National Wildlife Refuge are 
located among an extensive complex of conserved public and private lands. We have a successful 
Partners for Fish and Wildlife program as well as active fisheries, ecological services, and 
migratory birds programs in the watershed. These programs are all directed toward protecting and 
enhancing trust resources, restoring and managing fish and wildlife habitats and populations, 
providing public recreational and educational opportunities, working with partners, and engaging 
communities. 

Designation of the Minnesota River watershed would be the catalyst that would promote 
connecting the conservation actions throughout the 332 mile river and 16,000 square mile 
watershed. The health and quality of the river system within this watershed is fundamental to the 
overall condition of the landscape. The Service has a vital interest in working with its partners to 
improve water quality; restore aquatic, wetland, and terrestrial ecosystems; protect and recover 
endangered species; educate the public about conservation values; provide recreation access and 
use; enhance local economies and communities; and advance the use of sound science in 
integrating land and water resource decisions. 

We realize the benefits for trust resources and the public that could accrue from National Blueway 
designation, including: (1) the pride developed by a partnership-based, community-led endeavor; 
(2) national recognition and prestige associated with the recognition of nationally-significant 
resources in which the Service plays an integral role; (3) technical and financial assistance to 
enhance watershed-wide conservation and education programs; (4) expanding the cadre of partner 
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organizations involved in a watershed-wide initiative such as USDA Natural Resource 
Conservation Service, National Park Service, Minnesota Department of Natural Resources, non­
government organizations, watershed communities, and tribes ; (5) increased conservation 
efficiencies though coordinated programs; (6) improved ecosystem services; (7) increased 
sustainability of natural resources and dependent local economies; and ultimately, (8) better quality 
of life for residents of the watershed. 

I support the nomination of the Minnesota River watershed as a National Blueway and am ~ager to 
witness the beneficial results in years to come by virtue of this designation. Should you hlve 
questions or concerns relative to this issue, please feel free to contact me. 

Sincerely, 

~&:-~O\~ 
Thomas O. Melius 
Regional Director 

cc: Chief, National Wildlife Refuge System 
Regional Chief, Region 3, National Wildlife Refuge System 


















