
CCRP Practice

CP15A Establishment of Permanent Vegetative Cover (Contour Grass Strips)

The purpose of this practice is to establish strips of permanent vegetative cover generally following the contour on eligible cropland alternated with wider cultivated strips farmed on the contour that will reduce erosion and control runoff.
The buffer strips must be established for erosion control and must be alternated with wider cultivated strips of non-CRP cropland for eligibility.  Contour buffer strips are not eligible to be installed on terraces within this practice.  The buffer strips must be established for soil erosion and runoff control purposes.  Eligible fields must have potential sheet and rill soil erosion documented as being above T using RUSLE2.  Potential sheet and rill erosion will be determined using the proposed:
1) crop rotation,

2) seedbed preparation field operations and,

3) residue management activities.
Print-outs from RUSLE2 calculations can serve as soil loss documentation.

Field borders may be included in the offered acres if NRCS documents the need in writing that the field border is necessary to drain water and insure the functionality of the contour buffer system.  The field border maximum width is 15 feet.

The lowest contour buffer strip in a field may be up to 2 times the minimum width recommended for the practice.  The acceptable width is determined as follows:

· Designed for soil erosion purposes is 15 feet,
· Seeded to grass or a grass/legume mixture is 15 feet,
· Seeded to legumes only is 30 feet (reseeding at the producers expense may be required).
NRCS Practice Standard Contour Buffer Strips, Code 332 will be used to design this practice.
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APPLICANT:      

COUNTY:      

Resource Concerns for Eligibility









Water Erosion
FSA TRACT NO.:      
FSA FIELD NO.:      

Control Runoff


Practice Eligibility (Need and feasibility):

Documented sheet and rill soil erosion (A) is greater than T?    FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No*
Soil Map Unit Symbol*       or 
Soil Map Unit Name      
*Use predominant soil of significant extent for planning purposes.  Document here or include RUSLE2 calculation sheet. 
To determine if the proposed acres are eligible, RUSLE II is required for calculating soil loss.  Attach result to this document.

RUSLE II Soil Loss Rate (A)      
Ineligible Practice:

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 *Documented sheet and rill soil erosion (A) is less than or equal to T.


Site Suitability (from site visit):

Acreage is suitable for the practice? 
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes*
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No*
Notes:

(Must document need for field borders as an integral part of the contour buffer system.) 

     
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 *The site is unsuitable for the practice.


Extent of eligible area:


Buffer Strip Width    Ft.  (Must be at least 15 ft., not to exceed 30 ft.*)

* If seeded to legumes only, the minimum width is 30 ft.

Lowest Buffer Strip Width    Ft.  (May be up to 2 times the minimum width recommended)
Row Crop Width     Ft.  (Must be greater than the buffer strip width)
Field Border Width    Ft.  (Must be less than or equal to 15 feet)
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