
CCRP Practice

CP8A Grassed Waterways

The purpose of this practice is to convey runoff from terraces, diversions, or other water concentrations without causing erosion or flooding and to improve water quality.  The program may enroll up to twice the waterway design width not to exceed 100 feet.  Current revised CRP policy does not allow the waterway practice to include or provide cost share assistance on any are that is not enrolled into CRP, see Diagram 3.
Sites with existing vegetation or existing non-functioning waterways could be entirely eligible if all of the following apply 

1. FSA determines the area is cropland and meets CRP crop history requirements and,
2. NRCS determines that the existing vegetation is not adequately serving the purpose of the practice and,
3. The area is not under a practice lifespan from any cost share program.

If all the above do not apply some sites could be partially eligible.  Those areas determined by FSA to be non-cropland are not eligible for enrollment.  However, eligible cropland areas immediately adjacent to these areas can be enrolled.  The waterway can be constructed and FSA will pay a prorated cost share based on the percentage of the area determined to be eligible.
The site review for the CP8A practice will always include an Environmental Evaluation and written documentation (NRCS-CPA-052) as to whether the offered site will adversely affect wetlands.  Sites must be evaluated for impacts both to Swampbuster and NEPA.  Wetlands can occur on slopes, such as a waterway site.  Usually sloping sites will not meet the wetland hydrology criteria associated with flooding or ponding but could be considered a non-depressional, saturated wetland.

Additional Swampbuster Guidance

For saturated non-depressional wetland sites:

If the site is a Wetland (W) that is:

· Within a HEL field, the waterway practice can be installed for erosion control and no minimal effect agreement is required,
· Within an NHEL field, the waterway can be installed for erosion control only if a minimal effect agreement is obtained.

If the offered site is Prior Converted Cropland (PC) that was manipulated and cropped prior to 12/23/85, any additional manipulation will not be a violation of the Food Security Act.  If the offered site is a Farmed Wetland Pasture (FWP) where the adjacent land is pasture or hayland and the site has been manipulated follow the guidance listed above for wetlands.
NOTE: All wetland minimal effect exemptions and/or agreements may not qualify for exemptions to the Clean Water Act administered by CoE or MN Wetland Conservation Act administered by BWSR.  Producers should be advised they may need to request approval from these agencies prior to manipulating wetlands.
Continued next page
Additional Guidance for NEPA and Executive Order 11990
The above information relates only to Swampbuster; all wetland sites must also be evaluated for NEPA through policy in the General Manual Part 410.26, Protection of Wetlands.
Subsurface Drains

Subsurface drains, NRCS Conservation Practice Standard Subsurface Drain, Code 606, can be established as part of this practice only to create an adequate seedbed for vegetation establishment or to allow equipment to pass without damaging the waterways.  Cost share for tile size is limited to the design required for the waterway and will not consider additional upslope subsurface drainage or surface intakes.

Outlet Structures

Outlet structures such as tile outlets, grade stabilization structures, aluminum toewall structures, rock chutes and pipe drop structures can be a component of this practice and cost shared.  NRCS Conservation Standards Grade Stabilization Structure, Code 410; and Water and Sediment Control Basins, Code 638; Critical Area Planting, Code 342, and Mulching, Code 472 can be used for this practice.
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APPLICANT:      

COUNTY:      

Resource Concerns for Eligibility










Water Erosion
FSA TRACT NO.:      
FSA FIELD NO.:      

Water Quality

Practice Eligibility (Need and feasibility):

Document that a classic gully or ephemeral erosion exists on the offered acres.

     
Ineligible Practice:

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Concentrated flow erosion does not exist on the offered acres.

Site Suitability (from site visit):

Is there an adequate outlet in the offered acres?
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No*
Upland watershed area is adequately treated according to policy?

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No*
Notes:

     
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 *The site is unsuitable for the practice.


Extent of eligible area:


    Ft. Wide*
*Up to two (2) times the minimum design standard, not to exceed 100 ft. wide.

    Ft. Long**
** Include only land eligible for CRP enrollment.

Total practice area:     Acres
Existing grass strip


Ineligible both for CRP enrollment and cost share





Part of water way eligible for CP8A.





Part of water way eligible for CP8A.





Marginal pastureland





Ineligible land is no longer allowable with the CP-8A practice.


Options include use of other program funds, EQIP or State.


The entire practice must meet the NRCS standard.





Cropland





Outlet
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