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Minnesota Supplement for:       
Practice Standard 484 – Mulching 
 
Supplemental Criteria 
 

1. Mulching will be accomplished according to a detailed seeding and mulching plan.  
2. Payment is authorized for either fiber blanket or hay mulch, but not both, on the same 

area. 
 
Scenarios 
 
Natural Material - Full Coverage 
Application of straw mulch or other state approved natural material to reduce erosion and 
facilitate the establishment of vegetative cover. Mulch provides full coverage and is typically 
used with critical area planting.  Assumes 125 bales/acre (3 bales/1000 sq ft) 
 
Natural Material - Full Coverage, Small Sites contract by sq ft. 
Application of straw mulch or other state approved natural material to reduce erosion and 
facilitate the establishment of vegetative cover. Mulch provides full coverage and is typically 
used with critical area planting.  Assumes 125 bales/acre (3 bales/1000 sq ft) 
 
Natural Material - Partial Coverage 
Application of straw mulch or other state approved natural material (such as wood chips, 
compost, or hay) to reduce erosion, moderate soil temperature and suppress weeds.  Typically 
used to provide partial coverage (either in-row or between rows) to suppress weeds. Payment 
based on total acres mulched, assuming 3-5 ft. swatch and 10-12 ft. row spacing. 
 
Erosion Control Blanket 
Installation of erosion control blanket on critical areas with steep slopes, grassed waterways or 
diversions. Blanket is typically made of coconut coir, wood fiber, straw and is typically covered 
on both sides with polypropylene netting. Used to help control erosion and establish vegetative 
cover.  
 
Synthetic Material 
Installation of geotextile, biodegradable plastic, polyethylene plastic, or other state approved 
synthetic mulch to conserve soil moisture, moderate soil temperature, suppress weed growth and 
provide erosion control. Payment based on actual area covered by mulching material. 
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Tree and Shrub 
Weed barrier fabric or other suitable natural or synthetic mulch is installed with a new tree and 
shrub planting.  Typically used to prevent weed competition during the installation of 
conservation practices. Rate is per tree/shrub and assumes 1 square yard of weed barrier fabric 
and 5 staples/tree. 
 
 
 


