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Reference:  
 

 595 – Pest Management 
 

1. Rationale for all IPM decisions must be based on scouting and 
monitoring. 

   
2. Preventive pest management should only be used where: 

 
 High annual weed populations are known to exist;  
 Potential for high levels of an insect pest are known to exist;  
 Protecting the host plant prior to infection is desired when 

conditions are conducive for infection; and/or 
 Seed treatments are appropriate.  
 

3. The need for control must be based on economic thresholds (if 
available) as determined by the University of Minnesota, including its 
regional Research and Outreach Centers or surrounding Land Grant 
Universities.  Industry developed thresholds, if available, can be used 
when University guidance is not available.   

 
4. Chemical controls and chemical control modes of action should be 

rotated to prevent buildup of pest resistance. 
 

5. Lowest risk chemical controls are determined using NRCS’ Windows 
Pesticide Screening Tool (WIN-PST). 
 http://www.mn.nrcs.usda.gov/technical/ecs/pest/win_PST/win_ps

t.html 
 Chemical controls with very high human hazard ratings should not 

be used.  
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 Chemical controls are limited to those with medium or lower 
Human Hazard Ratings (as found in WIN-PST) on land within 
boundaries of  Drinking Water Supply Management Areas 
(DWSMAs) having high or very high vulnerability to contamination   
DWSMA locations and vulnerabilities found at: 
a. http://www.health.state.mn.us/divs/eh/water/swp/index.htm   

and/or 
b. http://www.mda.state.mn.us/protecting/waterprotection/wate

rprotectionmapping.htm 
 

 Mitigation practices should be implemented if chemical controls 
with high human hazard ratings are used outside of vulnerable 
DWSMA boundaries.  
a. Mitigation practices that have a positive 4 impact should be 

implemented.   
b. Mitigation practices and their impacts can be found at:  

http://www.mn.nrcs.usda.gov/technical/ecs/pest/standards/N
PPH25%20P st%20Management%20Planning.pdf 
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