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Minnesota Supplement for:       
Practice Standard 378 – Pond 
 
Supplemental Criteria 
 

1. Upland Treatment is required.  See General Provision 8. 
2. The Rehab – Remove and Replace Pipe scenario will be used when an existing 

structure is reconstructed to restore the original function.  
3.  All Federal, state and local laws pertaining to wetlands must be followed and needed 

permits obtained prior to construction. See General Provision 7. 
 
Scenarios 
 
Excavated Pond without Pipe 
A low-hazard water impoundment structure on agricultural lands to improve water quality and to 
provide water for livestock, recreation, fire control, crop and orchard irrigation, and other related 
uses.  Pond is created solely by excavation and impounds less than 3 feet against the 
embankment or spoil.  Excavated material is spoiled, not placed in a designed embankment.  
Earthen spillway is constructed as needed.  The resource concerns addressed include inadequate 
livestock water, excessive suspended sediment and turbidity in surface water, damage from 
sediment deposition, and reduced capacity of conveyances by sediment deposition.  
 
Excavated Pond with Pipe 
A low-hazard water impoundment structure on agricultural lands to improve water quality and to 
provide water for livestock, recreation, fire control, crop and orchard irrigation, and other related 
uses.  Pond is created solely by excavation and impounds less than 3 feet against the 
embankment or spoil.  Excavated material is spoiled, not placed in a designed embankment.  
Earthen spillway is constructed as needed.  The resource concerns addressed include inadequate 
livestock water, excessive suspended sediment and turbidity in surface water, damage from 
sediment deposition, and reduced capacity of conveyances by sediment deposition.  
 
Embankment Pond with Hood Inlet 
A low-hazard water impoundment structure on agricultural land to improve water quality and to 
provide water for livestock, fish and wildlife, recreation, fire control, crop and orchard irrigation, 
and other related uses.  An earthen embankment will be constructed with a principle spillway 
conduit and earthen auxiliary spillway, as designed. The resource concerns addressed include 
inadequate livestock water, excessive suspended sediment and turbidity in surface water, damage 
from sediment deposition, and reduced capacity of conveyances by sediment deposition.    
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Embankment Pond with Pipe and Drop 
A water impoundment structure on agricultural land to improve water quality or to provide water 
for livestock, fish and wildlife, recreation, fire control, crop and orchard irrigation, and other 
related uses.  An earthen embankment will be constructed with an earthen auxiliary spillway.  
The resource concerns addressed include inadequate livestock water, excessive suspended 
sediment and turbidity in surface water, damage from sediment deposition, and reduced capacity 
of conveyances by sediment deposition.    
 
Embankment with Overflow Outlet 
A water impoundment structure on agricultural land or as part of a wetland project to improve 
water quality or to provide water for livestock, fish and wildlife, recreation, fire control, crop and 
orchard irrigation, and other related uses.  An earthen embankment will be constructed with an 
earthen auxiliary spillway.  The resource concerns addressed include inadequate livestock water, 
excessive suspended sediment and turbidity in surface water, damage from sediment deposition, 
and reduced capacity of conveyances by sediment deposition.    
 
Rehab - Remove and Replace Pipe 
A water impoundment structure that has been built on agricultural land or as part of a wetland 
project to improve water quality or to provide water for livestock, fish and wildlife, recreation, 
fire control, crop and orchard irrigation, and other related uses.  The structure will be 
rehabilitated to bring it up to current NRCS criteria.  The resource concerns addressed include 
inadequate livestock water, excessive suspended sediment and turbidity in surface water, damage 
from sediment deposition, and reduced capacity of conveyances by sediment deposition.    
 


