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March 5, 2013

Ms. Rebecca Wodder

Senior Advisor to the Secretary
Department of the Interior
1849 C Street NW
Washington, D.C. 20240

Dear National Blueway Nomination Committee:

On behalf of the Minnesota Pollution Control Agency (MPCA), | strongly support the nomination of the
Minnesota River basin for designation as a National Blueway. Water is one of Minnesota's most
abundant and precious natural resources. The MPCA helps protect our water by monitoring its quality,
setting standards and controlling what may go into it.

A goal in the National Blueway proposal involves working with people who adopt conservation practices
to improve water quality. This collective effort meshes well with the MPCA’s overall mission: Working
with Minnesotans to protect, conserve and improve our environment and enhance our quality of life.

Working with citizens and partners, the MPCA monitors environmental quality, offers technical and
financial assistance, and enforces environmental regulations. MPCA staff work closely with watershed
organizations, local government, and landowners in the basin to assess water quality in the mainstem
and tributaries, develop protection and restoration implementation plans, and secure funding for
projects.

Improving water quality in the Minnesota River will continue to rely on partnerships. The National
Blueway initiative will strengthen the partnerships between federal, state and local government as well
as nonprofit organizations.

The Minnesota River carries high levels of sediment and nutrients such as phosphorus and nitrogen.
There are many best management practices needed to decrease sediment and nutrients in lakes, rivers
and streams. A National Blueway designation will serve as a reminder to the people who call the
Minnesota River home that the river and its tributaries are important resources.

If you have questions, or would like more information about the role of the MPCA working in the
Minnesota River basin, please contact me at 651-757-2014, e-mail: john.stine@state.mn.us.

Sincerely,

P A Ste

John Linc Stine
Commissioner
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