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302.0 NRCS MINNESOTA LINKING TO SURVEY POINTS IN AN EXTERNAL TEXT FILE 

This guide covers the procedure for linking to survey data that is stored in an external text file.  In this example, 
the text file contains survey data in PNEZD comma delimited format, as shown in the sample below.  The data 
contained in this text file will be included in the definition for an Existing Ground surface. 

 
NOTE:  Keep in mind that when you link point data into a drawing using this procedure, that the points will not be 
inserted into the drawing so you will not be able to use points to develop linework such as fences and breaklines. 

1. Make sure the Civil 3D workspace is loaded.  To do this, check the workspace that is listed in the lower right 
hand corner of the window, as shown below.  To switch a workspace, click on the down arrow next to the 
workspace name and select the workspace from the list. 

 
2. Go to the Prospector tab in Toolspace and expand the listing of surfaces in the drawing.   

3. Expand the menu under the Existing Ground surface, and then expand the Definition menu for that surface. 

4. Right click on the Point Files category under the surface definition and select Add… from the menu. 
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5. In the Add Point File window, select the PNEZD (comma delimited) format.  Click on the  button and 
browse to the text file that contains the survey data.  

 
6. Click on the OK button to establish the link to the point file. 

7. The survey data contained in the text file will be included in the definition for the Existing Ground surface, and 
the surface can be displayed in the drawing. 

 


