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810.0 NRCS MINNESOTA GRADING GROUPS 

This guide covers the procedure for creating a grading group that will be used to store all of the individual 
components of a grading object.  This step is necessary before you start the grading process.   

Grading groups are stored under sites on the Prospector tab in Toolspace.  Sites are used to group items by a 
topology that they have in common, such as by common soil types, watersheds, or project subdivisions.  An 
example of how sites could be used to subdivide a project would be with a WRP project that has several separate 
depressional areas that may be treated as independent project areas within the main project.   

A default site with the title Site 1 is automatically provided with the Minnesota drawing template.  You can create 
additional sites by right clicking on the Sites category on the Prospector tab of Toolspace and select New… 

The following procedure is used to create a new grading group 
 
1. If Site 1 is the only site in the drawing, you can create a new grading group in that site by going to the Create 

Design panel on the Home ribbon.  Click on the down arrow next to Grading and select Create Grading 
Group.   

If you have created additional sites in the drawing, you can control which site a grading group is placed in.  
Go to the Prospector tab in Toolspace, find the site you want to add the grading group to, right click on 
Grading Groups under that site name and select New… 

2. The Create Grading Group window will appear.   

A name for the grading group will automatically be 
generated based on the settings in the Minnesota 
drawing template, but this name can be overwritten in 
the Create Grading Group window. 

Check the box next to Automatic surface creation if you 
want a terrain surface model to be automatically 
generated from the grading group.  You have the option 
to select the surface style to assign to the surface that is 
created from the grading group. 

If you are going to calculate volumes for the grading 
object, you will need to check the box next to Volume 
base surface, and select the surface that you will use to 
calculate volumes from.  This is usually the existing 
ground surface. 

3. Click on the OK button to create the grading group. 

 

 


