Environmental Quality Incentives Program
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Minnesota Supplement for:
Practice Standard 329 — Residue and Tillage Management - No Till, Strip Till

Supplemental Criteria

1. Anannual payment is authorized on eligible acres, not to exceed 3 payments.

Scenarios

No-Till/Strip-Till

This practice typically involves conversion from a clean-tilled (conventional tilled) system to no-
till or strip-till (conservation tilled) system on cropland. This involves managing the amount,
orientation and distribution of crop and other plant residue on the soil surface year round while
limiting soil-disturbing activities used to grow and harvest crops in systems. The practice is used
to reduce sheet and rill erosion, reduce wind erosion, improve soil quality, reduce CO2 losses
from the soil, reduce energy use, increase plant available moisture and provide food and escape
cover for wildlife. The no-till/strip-till system includes chemical weed control (rather than
cultivation) and may also include a period of chemical fallow. System is applicable in both
irrigated and non-irrigated fields.

Organic No-Till/Strip-Till

This practice typically involves conversion from a clean or mulch tilled (conventional tilled)
system to no-till or strip-till (conservation tilled) system on organic cropland. This involves
managing the amount, orientation and distribution of crop and other plant residue on the soil
surface year round while limiting soil-disturbing activities used to grow and harvest crops in
systems. The practice is used to reduce sheet and rill erosion, reduce wind erosion, improve soil
quality, reduce CO2 losses from the soil, reduce energy use, increase plant available moisture
and provide food and escape cover for wildlife. The organic no-till/strip-till system relies on
mulching/residue management, organic-approved chemical weed control, or alternative methods
of weed control such as hand weeding, flaming, etc. (rather than traditional cultivation). System
is applicable in both irrigated and non-irrigated fields.
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