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Select By Attributes 
 
Abstract 
In this guide, you will learn how to use the “Select by Attributes” button.  This button is just like the 
“hammer” button in ArcView.  You can perform basic or complicated queries depending on what 
you are looking for. 
 
Steps: Select by attribute – run query – zoom to selected feature 
 
Details 

1. Click on the Select by Attributes button and build a query that finds the section 
you wish to work with. 

 
 
 
 
Choose the Sections layer here. 
 
 
 
 
 
Double-click on the DTRS field 
here. 
 
 
 
 
 
Type in the 7 digit code for the 
Town, Range, and Section in this 
window or double-click the value 
under unique sample values. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Click the Apply button. 

 

2. Zoom to the selected feature with the Zoom to select features button  to make sure 
that the expression was entered in correctly, and to have ArcMap take you to the 
selected section.  You should now be able to see the farm in question.  

 

Note: It is a good idea to use the clear selected features   button once done running query 
so everything is clean if you run a new query.  

The first digit will always be a 4 (east) or a 2 (west) depending on which 
side of the central meridian (a line running north  along the 
Grant/Lafayette county border), followed by the next two numbers for 
the township, the next two for the range, and the final two for the 
section umber.  Numbers less than 10 need a zero for a placeholder. 


