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Changing Data Layer Names in ArcMap

Abstract

This document provides instructions for changing the names of layers in the Table of Contents in
an ArcMap project. Changing the names can be useful because the names of these layers, as
they appear in the Table of Contents, also appear in the Legend of map layouts.

Details

1. Inthe Table of Contents within ArcMap, double-click directly on the name of the data
layer or right-click directly on the name of the data layer and choose Properties. Either
method brings up the Layer Properties window.

2. Choose the General tab on the Layer Properties window, if it is not already the active tab.
3. On the General tab, in the field next to Layer Name, you can delete the current name and

type in a name of your choosing. Then click OK. The data layer name will be changed in
your Table of Contents to match what you've typed.
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Yiou can specify the range of scales this layer will be shown;

% Show layer at all scales
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