NMP Quality Assurance Review (QAR) Criteria for a WI Farm
(10/1/08)
By Jim Kaap, NRCS WQ/Nutrient Management Specialist

The NMP must be consistent with:  (1) the 590 Standard (9/05), (2) WI Conservation Planning Technical Note 1 (9/07), and (3) the farm’s Conservation Plan.
1. NMP must be developed by TSP/certified CCA consultant or reviewed and signed off by TSP/CCA.
2. NMP Organization and Minimum Criteria:  See Part I of WI Conservation Planning Technical Note 1 (9/2007).  NMP must include the following items:

a. Narrative discussion of NMP
b. Field Maps consistent with Conservation Maps (FSA CLU Maps) to include for each field:

· Field identification number

· Field acreage in acres

· Current field borders

· FSA tract numbers, or field key table with tract numbers
c. Soils Map

d. Nutrient prohibition map: Identify protected features, such as:

· Concentrated flow channels & associated drainage areas, vegetated buffers, wetlands, fields exceeding “t”

· SWQMAs (1,000’ of lakes, 300’ of perennial streams), 200’ upslope of wells, sinkholes, exposed fractured bedrock, gravel pits, (no nutrient spreading of frozen soils within these areas)
· Slopes > 9% without conservation practices

· Slopes > 12% with contour strip cropping or contour farmed with residue management

e. Nutrient application restriction map to identify:

· High permeability (sand) soils

· Soils < 20 inches to bedrock

· Soils < 12 inches to water table

f. P based strategy based on:
· Phosphorus Index (PI) (Criteria I), or
· Soil test P (Criteria II)
g. NMP Recommendations for every field based on:
· UWEX soil test data

· Crop rotation to include previous crop and crop to be grown

· Projected realistic yield goals for each crop

· Dominant soil type for each field

· UWEX’s A2809 to include form, rate, and timing for:

1) commercial fertilizers

2) manure

3) other organic byproducts

4) legume N and manure NPK credits

5) lime and other UWEX recommended amendments

h. Current Soil Test Report for every crop field

· Adequate soil samples: 1 composite sample/5 ac

· Soil samples analyzed by DATCP certified lab
· Includes UWEX NMP and lime recommendations 

· Includes UWEX legume and manure credits

· Report must be no more than 4 years old

i. Livestock manure data, including:

· Livestock numbers & manure generation data

· All manure accounted for (on-farm, exports & imports)
· Manure NPK credits determined by recent manure samples (preferred) or book values

· Manure spreader calibration & dates of occurrence
· Manure application rates: proposed and actual
· If manure surface applied or incorporated/injected

· Manure application log (rates/dates)

· Manure application map

· P budget for the rotation if P applied exceeds crop removal rates

3. NMP Checklist Completed:

a. Signed and dated by certified planner/TSP

b. Includes name address & phone number of certified planner and farmer
c. Adequate timeliness of NMP: Best if it is given to farmer in fall prior to spring planting.  NMP completed after spring planting is unacceptable.
4.
Yield Goals:

a. Based on UWEX soil type yield potential code [A2809(11/06), pp. 12-22], or
b. Based on the 5 year average of actual crop yields

5. NMP must be consistent with the farm’s Conservation Plan

a. All fields at or below “t”
b. Fields in both plans must have same rotation, residue (tillage), etc.

6. All cropland listed in the EQIP CNMP/NMP contract must be found in the NMP
